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His 
School 
by "Mrs. G." 
Lois Guengerich, the author, is a 
resident of Messiah Village where 
Children's Family Center is oper-
ated to provide interaction by retired 
adults and young children. Mrs. 
Guengerich is a "Special Friend" to a 
four-year-old boy who visits her in 
her room weekly. She writes here of 
her experiences as a Special Friend 
and a volunteer who helps with the 
youngest three-year-olds three morn-
ings a week. 
"Mrs. G. is one of the remarkable 
seniors who make Children's Family 
Center an exceptional place," says 
Jane M. Seller, executive director. 
"The residents who become closely 
involved are testimonies of their 
faith, not only to the children but to 
staff members and parents. We all 
look forward to the days Lois Guen-
gerich comes into the Center wear-
ing her smile and her kindness and 
love for all." 
"I 'm taking these to my school! 
announced Joshua, his hand full of 
dandelion and clover blossoms— 
was there a shade of reproach in his 
voice? Spoken politely enough, the 
words betrayed an almost defiant 
possessiveness. His pride had been 
wounded: I had casually referred to 
"The Center." "Not just the Center, 
but my school," he was thinking. 
Reproved and corrected by a child 
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of three, I still felt deeply grateful: 
Joshua's parents had conveyed to 
him the worth of the place where he 
comes to learn. How had they ac-
complished this—in a natural and 
relaxed manner? Certainly it was not 
effortlessly achieved! And here was 
this dimpled face with these laughing 
eyes, declaring "My school is some 
experience; I like it." 
Joshua is, of course, my Special 
Friend. Jane had said, "All you need 
to do is just ask!" in response to my 
inquiry about how to "get one." So I 
asked. They gave me Joshua and I'm 
glad. There are other Messiah Vil-
lage residents fully as excited about 
their gift of a child as I am. One dear 
lady in a wheelchair said, "Oh, we 
have fun!" And when little Timothy 
visited his Friend Mark, in the nurs-
ing area, Timothy stepped carefully 
to the bedside, softly patted Mark's 
cheek in loving wonder, placed his 
little face on his chest, and was reluc-
tant to leave. 
The time span for these weekly 
visits fluctuates between 10 or 15 
minutes for the younger children, 
and a bit longer for older ones 
(although MY "20 to 25 minutes" 
turns out to be far too short). Yet, 
even leaving with unfinished proj-
ects, Joshua is eager to reach the 
door and take Mrs. Engle'shand. He 
loves her. And he is going back "to 
school!" Things we do together in-
volve making scrapbooks, coloring, 
reading, taking walks, identifying 
birds, and watching the mature resi-
dents at the bowling games—clap-
ping and cheering for their expert 
moves. The books sent by Joshua's 
mother were excellent, bearing short 
basic messages that the very young 
can understand and practice, being 
demonstrated by suitable action pic-
tures. 
Some little persons are too young 
for a "Special Friend" visit, and 
some of the mature residents are not 
physically able for the extra exer-
tion. But every little person is spe-
cial, dear, and responsive to the right 
approach. They know what is ex-
pected, what will happen if rules are 
violated. Discipline is accompanied 
by an explanation of its reason in a 
private "personal interview." Rules 
need repetition; children forget. Yet 
their little "memories" do have amaz-
ing retentive power. 
The frequent sight of two or three 
staff members standing in a "strat-
egy huddle" over some knotty prob-
lem (sometimes joined by our "tuned-
in" administrator) affords a hearten-
ing glimpse of the "coherence" of 
this place (that quality Mr. Webster 
identifies as the "sticking-together-
t ightly-in-a-suitable-and-orderly-
way" process). We have it: One 
suffers, all suffer. One has good 
news, all rejoice. We pray for, help, 
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Lois Guengerich and her friend Joshua. 
love and encourage each other in 
keeping with the occasion. 
Necessary to mention are: the 
well-trained staff; insistence upon 
meeting requirements (spiritual, aca-
demic, social); regularity of break-
fast, snack, lunch and handwashing 
times; Grace before meals; nutri-
tional quality of food and dexterity 
in preparation and serving; sharing 
time, story time, indoor and outdoor 
free playtimes; consistency of total 
schedule. Unexpected situations ne-
cessitate change in procedure. 
Such temporary frustrations are 
"weathered" and can be handled 
with grace and wisdom. 
Sometimes a field trip brightens 
the day, such as we had at Ash-
combe's Dairy Farm. What excite-
ment—as 13 waited to be buckled 
into seatbelts! Upon our arrival, a 
kindly gentleman explained in detail 
the life cycle, lifestyle and wonders 
of The Cow (her place in society 
being fully justified by a drink of 
chocolate milk!). 
Significant and interesting is the 
fact that a registered nurse, holding 
an M.S. degree in geriatrics, is en-
gaged in research studies whose cen-
tral purpose is to determine whether 
there is a difference in life satisfac-
tion between persons participating 
in a Family Center and those who do 
not. Conducted in a scholarly and 
dignified manner, the study holds all 
information confidential, asking seri-
ous, searching questions demanding 
honest answers. It was probing, pain-
ful, purging, and reassuring, all at 
once. Such experiences, without 
changing my identity, do extend for 
me, on all sides, the periphery of 
living. Without doubt, living among 
the very young and the very mature, 
with a wide range of vigorous, capa-
ble persons in between, creates an 
insatiable urgency toward better quali-
ty of thought and spirit, and a more 
careful interpretation of life. 
Often I have seen the combination 
of love, authority, and commitment, 
but never more genuinely or contin-
uously demonstrated than in our vil-
lage. So, the total village for us both 
is a place of joy!: it is my learning 
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by Dave Brubaker 
Mert ' s g r and fa the r , S. Clyde 
Weaver, died in the fall of 1983, 
while we were in Brazil. My mom 
and dad, wanting to represent us in 
our absence, went to the viewing. At 
the funeral home, dad saw Mert's 
brother Dan, and apologized that 
we could not be there. But Dan 
responded, "Grandpa would under-
stand. He was a reachin' out man, 
too." 
What does it mean to be a "reach-
ing out person" or a "reaching out 
church"? What are the marks or 
The article above is adapted from a pres-
entation Dave made at the Lancaster (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ Church. Dave and Mar-
tha (Mert) Brubaker returned June 11 to 
Recife, Brazil, to serve as country directors 
for MCC. 
signs that we look for to identify a 
group of people who are reaching 
out with God's love to people around 
them? Finally, do we have such 
marks as individuals and as churches? 
I believe that we have a great illus-
tration of a reaching out church in 
the book of Acts. In many ways it 
was not a church as we think of 
churches today, but more a move-
ment getting started. The organizer 
and leader, Jesus of Nazareth, had 
just been executed, raised from the 
dead, and seen by a few hundred 
people. Then he had disappeared 
again. The Holy Spirit's visible pres-
ence, the group life of the believers, 
and Peter's preaching had combined 
to produce several thousand new 
converts from an initial dispirited 
group of about 120 believers. Things 
were happening! 
In the midst of these rapid devel-
opments, Luke chose to give us 
insight about the inner workings of 
this group. In Acts 4:23-35, we see 
the base upon which these believers 
functioned and the kind of outreach 
they were having. At the end of 
Chapter 5 and beginning of Chapter 
6, we see the results, or marks, of 
their life and ministry. 
The base 
On their release, Peter and John 
went back to their own people and 
reported all that the chief priests and 
elders had said to them. When they 
heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. "Sover-
eign Lord," they said, "you made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea, 
and everything in them. . . . Now, 
Lord, consider their threats and en-
able your servants to speak your 
word with great boldness. Stretch 
out your hand to heal and perform 
miraculous signs and wonders 
through the name of your holy ser-
vant Jesus." 
After they prayed, the place where 
they were meeting was shaken. And 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the word of God 
boldly. 
All the believers were one in heart 
and mind. No one claimed that any 
of his possessions was his own, but 
they shared everything they had. 
With great power the apostles con-
tinued to testify to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 
was upon them all. There were no 
needy persons among them. For 
from time to time those who owned 
lands or houses sold them, brought 
the money from the sales and put it 
at the apostles' feet, and it was dis-
tributed to anyone as he had need 
(Acts 4:23-24, 29-35). 
Three things strike me about the 
base on which this growing group of 
believers was established. They are: 
(1) prayer, (2) the presence of the 
Holy Spirit, and (3) the quality of 
the community that they shared. 
When Jesus was around, these 
people didn't even know how to 
pray. But after Jesus was taken away 
from them, they returned to Jerusa-
4 Evangelical Visitor 
lem, went to the upper room of the 
building where they were staying, 
and all joined together in prayer. I'm 
not sure they became overnight 
prayer warriors. I think that basi-
cally they really missed Jesus and 
wanted to talk with him. They had 
been with Jesus for three years, and 
it had changed their lives. Now they 
missed him, and they needed and 
wanted to keep on communicating 
with him. 
I am excited about the "Concerts 
of Prayer" which are happening in 
our churches. We desperately need 
specific times of personal, family, 
and community prayer. We also 
need lifestyles of prayer. "Prayer," 
says Henri Houwen, "is the effort to 
remove everything which might pre-
vent the Spirit of God from speaking 
freely to us." 
Secondly, we see clear evidence of 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Since the beginning of the book of 
Acts, when something threatened or 
depressed the disciples, like Jesus' 
leaving them or the arrest of Peter 
and John, they retreated to some-
body's house to recover. They got 
together and prayed about it. Then 
the Holy Spirit burst through and 
filled everybody with the boldness to 
go out and try again. The Holy 
Spirit was present with this group of 
new believers. They prayed for and 
e x p e c t e d h e a l i n g s , s igns , a n d 
wonders. 
I have attended a number of dif-
ferent churches in Brazil, f rom Pen-
tecostal to Catholic, and have at var-
ious times felt the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in each of them. But I 
don't always "feel" it, and I've come 
to believe that the Holy Spirit's pres-
ence depends at least as much on my 
openness to the Spirit as it does on 
the church I happen to be in. 
So these new believers in Acts had 
prayer and they had the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. But they also had 
community. Their unity even came 
out in the way they prayed. Phillips 
says they "raised their voices to God 
in united prayer" (v. 24). They also 
shared in the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. Verse 31 says they were "all 
filled with the Holy Spirit." And 
they shared their possessions with 
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each other as needed. In the Jerusa-
lem Bible, verse 32 reads, "The whole 
group . . . was united, heart and 
soul." 
Sounds perfect, doesn't it? Well, it 
wasn't. Just a few verses later, we 
read about a couple named Ananias 
and Sapphira who attempted to 
deceive the group with false generos-
ity. The. two of them paid a high 
price for it, but the group of believers 
probably did, too. Satan has been 
around a long time trying to destroy 
the unity that we must have in the 
church. Sometimes we help him out 
without even knowing it. 
Let's covenant with each other to 
work harder at doing things that 
build up community. Our base for 
outreach is our reliance on God 
combined with our reliance on our 
brothers and sisters. This may not 
come naturally, as it conflicts with 
the rugged individualism that char-
acterizes our society and infects our 
churches. The Amish, for example, 
need their neighbors when some-
one's barn burns down. The rest of 
us don't. We rely on Allstate. 
The outreach 
Let's look now at the kind of out-
reach this group of believers was 
involved in. At least two things come 
through. (1) They are witnessing 
boldly, and (2) they are courage-
ously sharing themselves and their 
possessions with others. 
Witnessing seems to be one of 
those good ideas that everybody 
believes in, but all of us find difficult 
to do—a bit like dieting perhaps. 
Witnessing requires courage and 
discipline. The early believers asked 
for "great boldness" to speak the 
word, and when the Holy Spirit gave 
it to them, they went out and did it. 
Don Jacobs, a respected Menno-
nite missionary and church leader, 
offers this definition of evangelism: 
"Evangelism is the task of clarifying 
who Jesus Christ is, by word of 
mouth, by deeds of love, and by 
examples of Jesus-centered fellow-
ships." 
Along with a bold witness, we also 
see courageous sharing. These early 
believers shared with apparent joy. 
Phillips writes, "a wonderful spirit of 
generosity pervaded the whole fel-
lowship" (4:33). This passage talks 
about sharing possessions, and this 
most of the believers apparently did 
as needed. But even more basic, I 
believe, is the ability to share our-
selves. 
Listen to what Kahlil Gibron 
writes in The Prophet: "You share 
but little when you give of your pos-
sessions. It is when you give of your-
selves that you truly give . . . for in 
truth it is life that gives unto life— 
while you, who deem yourself a 
giver, are but a witness." 
Let me share something which 
Mert wrote recently: "The ministry 
of Christian presence is not a passive 
one. It is active, it is intentional, and 
it can be planned. It is a ministry of 
time—time with people. It often 
involves making the most of the 
mundane. It is a willingness to look 
for and allow time for God to use us 
in reaching out to those we encoun-
ter every day. For instance, all of us 
have to do grocery shopping. It's 
part of life. It can be a chore or it can 
be an opportunity. In our commu-
nity in Nova Descoberta, food shop-
ping always involved a walk, either 5 
or 20 minutes depending on how far 
I wanted to go. But no matter where 
I went, I almost always planned at 
least half the morning to complete 
the job. I consciously allowed plenty 
of time to stop and chat with people 
along the way. For me, visiting was 
more natural and comfortable this 
way than making more formal home 
visits. It was a way to make one of 
my necessary jobs an opportunity to 
reach ou t . . . . It wasn ' t t ime 
wasted, it was valuable time spent 
building relationships." 
Do you think that we're somehow 
special because we allowed so much 
time to build relationships with our 
neighbors? Then I should tell you 
that we lived in downtown Lancas-
ter for a full year before we went to 
Brazil and never got to know a single 
one of our neighbors. I'm ashamed 
of that now, but at the time I hardly 
thought of it. 
The marks 
Finally, what are the results, or 









. by C. W. Boyer 
The speaker was Rodney Mik-
losik. His mother, Roberta, was in 
the hospital, where she recently had 
surgery for breast cancer. The year 
was 1976. 
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit was a 
local pastor at the Hummelstown 
Brethren in Christ Church. He also 
did hospital visitation. One day he 
met Rodney at the hospital, and 
Rodney said, "Don't visit my mother. 
She doesn't like preachers, and she 
may swear at you." With this word 
of caution, Andrew made no effort 
to see Roberta. 
After she had sufficiently recov-
ered f rom surgery, Roberta was re-
leased f rom the hospital and re-
turned home. However, her improve-
ment was only temporary, and it was 
soon necessary for her to return to 
the hospital. Now Rev. Slagenweit 
could no longer ignore this lady who 
was so ill, and who obviously needed 
friendship and spiritual help. So, 
one day he went to her room to see 
her. He intended only to introduce 
himself and to make a brief, friendly 
A frequent contributor to the Visitor, 
C. W. Boyer lives at Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa. 
visit; and during the visit he made no 
reference to spiritual matters. When 
he was about to leave, imagine his 
surprise when Roberta said, "Rever-
end, would you mind saying a little 
prayer for me before you leave?" 
And, of course, he was very glad to 
comply with her request. 
Andrew now continued to visit 
Roberta every other day, and each 
time he now had prayer with her. 
Then one day before he prayed he 
felt impressed to ask her if she would 
like to accept Jesus as her Savior. 
She replied that she would; and 
there in that hospital room, she 
offered a simple prayer, and Roberta 
was born again. Now, with Christ as 
her Savior, she became a "new crea-
ture," old things "passed away" and 
all things "became new" (2 Cor. 
5:17). 
The visits with Roberta were now 
much different, as she gave clear evi-
dence of her new life. Andrew says 
that she was now "a very happy per-
son," and it was a joy to visit her. In 
fact, the change was so apparent that 
one day when Rodney met Andrew 
at the hospital, he said, "What did 
you do to my mother? She acts so 
different now." Of course, Andrew 
explained that he was not responsi-
ble for the change, but that it was 
Jesus who had come into her life. He 
had only explained to her how to 
accept Jesus. 
Roberta was not able to leave the 
hospital again, and within about 
three weeks she went to be with her 
Lord. During her final days, she 
continued to give clear evidence of 
the great change which Christ had 
brought into her life. Also, before 
her death, Andrew received her as a 
member of the church. 
Brother Slagenweit conducted Ro-
berta's funeral. With her conversion 
experience and changed life as a 
silent testimony, it was with a sense 
of real joy that Andrew could assure 
her friends and loved ones that 
Roberta was God's child, and that 
she was now experiencing the un-
speakable happiness of being with 
her Lord. 
Rodney, his wife Sue, and their 
two small children soon began at-
tending the Hummelstown church. 
Brother Slagenweit always gave an 
invitation in the Sunday morning 
service. Not long after, in one of 
these services, Rodney responded to 
the invitation, came to the altar, and 
received Christ as his Savior. Fol-
lowing this he was baptized and unit-
ed with the church. Sue was already 
a Christian and a member of the 
church; and now they both became 
active members of the congregation. 
They lived in a new community; and 
they now began to invite their neigh-
bors to their church. As a result of 
their interest and friendly efforts, 
four new families began to attend, 
and two of these united with the 
church. 
"The Son of Man is come to seek 
and to save what was lost" (Luke 
19:10). Zachaeus was lost, but Jesus 
(v. 9) said, "Today salvation has 
come to this house." Roberta was 
lost; but God's man was there to lead 
her to Jesus; and salvation came to 
her in her hospital room that day. 
Paul said he was "not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ, because it is the 
power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the 
Jew, then for the Gentile" (Rom. 
1:16). So, may we pray for God's 
faithful ministers and missionaries 
that, as they proclaim the gospel 
throughout the world, many will 
hear, and believe, and experience its 
transforming power in their lives. 
And since Jesus said, "You will be 
my witnesses" (Acts 1:8), would it be 
amiss for us to pray that the Lord 
would lead us to some soul who is 
lost, and help us to bring that soul to 
the Savior? 
Just a channel, full of blessing 
To the thirsty hearts around, 
To tell out thy full salvation, 
All thy loving message sound. 
Channels only, blessed Master, 
But with all thy wondrous power 
Flowing through us, thou canst 
use us 
Every day and every hour. 
—Mary E. Maxwell 
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marks, of a reaching out lifestyle? 
For the early believers, the results 
were suffering and growth. 
The apostles left the Sanhedrin, 
rejoicing because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace 
for the Name. Day after day, in the 
temple courts and from house to 
house, they never stopped teaching 
and proclaiming the good news that 
Jesus is the Christ. In those days 
when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Grecian Jews among 
them complained against those of 
the Aramaic-speaking community 
because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution 
of food (Acts 5:41—6:1). 
Many of us American evangeli-
cals have, I believe, developed a 
twisted attitude about what consti-
tutes a "successful Christian minis-
try." The epitomy of success, it seems, 
is rising on an ascending stage before 
a television audience, shades of the 
Master's resurrection. But Jesus had 
to die before he could be raised to 
life. For ourselves, we'd prefer to 
bypass that event. Easter is more 
pleasant than Good Friday. 
I'm generally happy to serve oth-
ers, provided I receive adequate 
recognition and have little discom-
fort. But I was not prepared to deal 
with the pain we experienced when 
we really made ourselves vulnerable 
to people who were hurting in Brazil. 
I think we would experience a sim-
ilar pain if we made ourselves vulner-
able to the poor in the seventh ward 
of Lancaster, or to a middle-class 
neighbor experiencing a divorce or 
separation. 
Many of you have surely been 
Pontius' Pudc 
involved in a situation where you 
reached out to someone and ended 
up getting hurt. That's normal. It 
happened to the apostles so often 
that they decided to rejoice when it 
occurred. If we don't feel the pain of 
someone who is hurting, then we're 
still too far away. It's still arm's-
length caring. 
Let me make two observations to 
keep such suffering in perspective. 
First, most of us will never be able o 
make ourselves truly vulnerable to 
more than two or three persons out-
side of our own family. Second, if we 
are going to really share in someone 
else's pain, then we must make sure 
that our own base is maintained 
daily. That base, you will remember, 
is (1) prayer, (2) reliance on the Holy 
Spirit, and (3) reliance on our broth-
ers and sisters in community. 
The second thing that marked the 
early believers was their numerical 
growth. This appears to be a fre-
quent result of faithful service. But 
while we plant and we water, we 
must keep in mind that it is God who 
grants the increase. As Acts 2:47 
says, "And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being 
saved" (emphasis mine). 
It appears that this growth brought 
with it some problems for the early 
believers. They began to have some 
complaints, jealousy really, because 
some thought that some widows 
were being treated better than oth-
ers. As the community of believers 
grew, unexpected challenges had to 
be faced. This happens to all normal 
growing things—plants, children, 
institutions, our own church. 
I would like to close with a story 
that illustrates what it means to be a 
reaching out church. I heard it at the 
Alive '85 conference, held in Denver 
in April. Myron Augsburger told the 
story, although he credits it to Becky 
Pippert of Inter-Varsity. 
The story, which is true, is set in a 
conservative church in Oregon dur-
ing the rebellious decade of the 
1960s. The people had come to 
church dressed much like you and 
me. They were seated in the pews, 
giving the proper attention to the 
pastor's sermon, when a shabbily-
dressed, barefoot hippie strolled in 
the front door. 
The man headed down the center 
aisle as the pastor attempted to con-
tinue preaching. The church was 
full, and no one made a move to slide 
over and let him sit down. When the 
hippie reached the f ron t of the 
church, he plopped down, cross-
legged, on the floor. The congrega-
tion was tense, their eyes riveted on 
the intruder. The pastor struggled to 
continue his sermon. 
Finally, in the back of the church, 
an old deacon got up f rom his seat. 
He walked slowly, using a cane, 
down the center aisle toward the 
young hippie. The tension rose— 
how would this old deacon confront 
the young man? The deacon's delib-
erate steps took him ever closer—the 
pastor even stopped preaching and 
waited breathlessly. The old deacon 
reached the young man, threw aside 
his cane, and sat down, cross-legged, 
beside the hippie. 
And the pastor, looking down, 
said: "What I say today you won't 
long remember. But what you just 
saw, you will never forget." 
Let us go and do likewise. 
rAY GHORCH \s 
HOPELESS WHEN 
IT COKES TO 
EVANGrEUSCA. 
YE AW, BUT WOW rAANY 
CHURCHES DO YOU KNOW 
THAT HAVE AN UNLISTED 
PHONE NOrABEtf^ 
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The role of 
the Holy Spirit in 
evangelism 
by Henry A. Ginder 
"World evangelization is the cen-
tral task of the Church. The Holy 
Spirit was poured out on the day of 
Pentecost to equip God's people for 
this global task, and today the same 
Spirit renews His people and thrusts 
them into mission." 
This was the lead statement in the 
declaration issued by the Consulta-
tion on World Evangelism known as 
Oslo '85. It embodies the five subdi-
visions of this article on the role of 
the Holy Spirit in the work of evan-
gelism. 
A bishop in the Brethren in Christ Church 
for many years, Henry Ginder continues an 
active ministry leading spiritual growth ser-
ies across North America. 
The gift 
God sovereignly planned that the 
church would be energized by the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost— 
the coming of the Holy Spirit—is in 
fact the birthday of the church. Pen-
tecost was the fulfillment of Jesus' 
command to "wait for the gift my 
Father promised." This reminds us 
to wait before we work. Acts 1:8 
indicates that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit makes evangelism the norm 
for the church. How urgent it is for 
each believer to wait for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit for their motivation 
for evangelism. 
The gifts 
"There are different kinds of gifts, 
but the same Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:4). 
According to Paul, some persons are 
given the gift of evangelism, a gift 
which contributes to building up the 
body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-12). 
Even though the gift of evange-
lism is given by the Holy Spirit to 
persons as God wills, all of God's 
people are urged to be involved in 
evangelism by the use of natural tal-
ents and other spiritual gifts. As 
Paul says, these gifts all work to-
gether to build up the body of 
Christ. Even though there are many 
valid formulas for evangelism, I be-
lieve that if we have new life in Christ 
and know John 3:16, we should be 
about the business of evangelism, 







Lack of transportation to worship 
services and lack of access to the 
church building itself are only two of 
the obstacles facing persons with 
disabilities in the church today, a 
recent MCC survey found. 
A total of 116 Mennonite, Brethren 
in Christ and Amish churches in 
Ohio responded to the survey spon-
sored by M C C Great Lakes. The 
respondents, mostly pastors, were 
. asked to identify persons with dis-
abilities or families with a disabled 
member in their congregations. 
A total of 485 persons with var-
ious disabling conditions were iden-
tified. Disabling conditions include 
physical disabilities, sight, hearing 
or speech impairments, mental retar-
dation and chronic health conditions. 
In addition to transportation and 
access problems, the survey found 
that some disabled persons are un-
able to participate fully in services 
because of their condition. Some 
respondents indicated that some dis-
abled members show a reluctance to 
get involved in church activities as a 
result of their disability. One church 
noted that perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge is "how best to make them feel 
like one of the congregation." 
The purpose of the survey, coor-
dinated by MCC's Developmental 
Disability Services, was to identify 
persons with disabilities and discover 
how congregations can be effective 
in ministry to them. About a third of 
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Guidance 
In addition to the gift of the Spirit 
and the gifts of the Spirit, we may 
expect the guidance of the Spirit. 
Biblical illustrations are clear. Peter 
was called to the house of Cornelius 
(Acts 10). Philip was guided to the 
eunuch f rom Ethiopia (Acts 8:26-
40). The book of Acts abounds with 
this kind of illustration. 
Our lives also—if we are sensitive 
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit— 
will be directed to a neighbor or fam-
ily member, someone we meet in 
travel or while vacationing. When 
our love for Jesus is so warm that 
people feel it and begin to ask ques-
tions about our lives and faith, we 
will gladly share. How beautiful to 
overflow by the Spirit of Jesus in 
love and caring for them, and to 
naturally permit the Holy Spirit to 
guide us in inviting them into the 
love of Jesus. What a joy to be 
guided by the Holy Spirit! 
Growth 
This is the natural result of being a 
church that is "Energized to Evan-
gelize." Our members who have re-
ceived new life in Christ and have 
those identified were physically dis-
abled, one-fourth of them suffering 
f rom hearing impairment and nearly 
one-fifth were mentally handicapped. 
Other than mental retardation, the 
majority of persons with disabilities 
were over age 65. 
The survey also asked how the 
gifts and abilities of disabled persons 
are currently being utilized. In reply, 
a number of churches stated that 
these members are actively involved 
in some capacity within the church. 
They cited teaching and music among 
the many varied examples of areas in 
which persons with disabilities are 
contributing. Others echoed the sen-
timents of one church which re-
sponded, "We are attempting to 
make persons with disabilities feel as 
much a part of the congregation as 
anyone else. We try not to empha-
size the disability as we do the gift 
and the desire to make all persons 
feel of equal worth regardless of any 
disabling conditions." 
surrendered to him fully and forever, 
should function with the gift, the 
gifts, and the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. This will precipitate growth 
of the church. Let us think of several 
"growth" statements f rom the book 
of Acts: 
The Lord added to their 
number that day about 3,000 
(Acts 2:41). 
And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were 
being saved (Acts 2:47). 
Nevertheless, more and more 
men and women believed in 
the Lord and were added to 
their number (Acts 5:14). 
Not only does direct evangelism 
bring about discernable growth in 
the church, proper organization for 
the care of various social needs of the 
church body may have the same 
effect. Acts 6:7 notes, "the number of 
disciples in Jerusalem increased rap-
idly, and a large number of priests 
became obedient to the faith." After 
reading of such growth, I checked 
the preceding verses to see what 
happened and found they had elected 
deacons to care for appropriate dis-
tribution of food to needy widows. 
Almost 25% of the churches re-
sponding mentioned that persons 
with disabilities occupy significant 
leadership positions in their congre-
gations. One church added that "the 
feeling of acceptance has greater 
importance than leadership consider-
ations." 
Several theological questions were 
also raised by those responding to 
the survey. The question most often 
asked was exemplified by one pastor 
who noted, "There is the perennial 
question 'why'?" Another pastor 
queried, "What can I say when I'm 
asked why certain ones are chosen to 
be disabled?' 
Regarding the condition of men-
tally retarded persons, the following 
questions were cited by several re-
spondents: "How do we decide who 
participates in baptism, communion 
and membership?" asked one respon-
dent. "Does mental incapacity put 
them in the position of a child in 
terms of accountability to God?" 
This should instruct us in permitting 
the Holy Spirit to guide in a loving, 
caring ministry, resulting in growth 
for the church. 
Glory to God 
We read in 1 Peter 4:11, "So that 
in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and power for ever and ever. 
Amen." This paragraph begins with 
"The end of all things is near," and 
ends with "glory and power." 
So, in the light of the urgency of 
these days, and for the glory of our 
God through Jesus Christ, we need 
to be "Energized to Evangelize." We 
urgently need to receive the gift, the 
gifts, and the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, so that there will be growth in 
the church for the glory of God. 
I close with another statement 
f rom the Oslo Consultation Decla-
ration: "We reaffirm the Lausanne 
Covenant statement on the power of 
the Holy Spirit and believe that the 
Church filled with the Holy Spirit 
will respond faithfully, joyfully, and 
eagerly to the evangelization of the 
yet unreached peoples of the world." 
To meet the needs of persons with 
disabilities in their congregations, 
many churches indicated that they 
offer special services such as hearing 
aids in the pews and services on 
cassette tape, as well as large-print 
hymnals. Others cited transportation 
and building access as areas in which 
they are making efforts to help those 
persons with disabilities. 
When asked what assistance would 
be most helpful in the area of disabil-
ities ministries, most respondents 
mentioned the need for more infor-
mation and resource materials in 
order to increase awareness and un-
derstanding. In addition to mate-
rials, several churches suggested that 
availability of speakers and resource 
persons would be beneficial. 
One church's simple reply was, 
"Keep reminding us of the need to 
integrate these persons into the life 
of the congregation!" —Phil Swei-
gert, Development Disabilities Ser-
vices 




For something to grow and change, 
it must be alive. That describes Falls 
View Ladies Missionary Auxiliary. 
We are alive and we are growing. We 
are changing and we are liking it. 
Although our programs had been 
successful for 20 years, in 1979 we 
began to see a slow but steady 
decline in numbers and interest. It 
was more difficult to find people for 
committees. The auxiliary was like a 
rosebush which needed to be pruned, 
changing the shape of the plant and 
making room for new life. A small 
group of people realized that we 
should try some daytime program-
ming to reach out to new people, 
especially young mothers in the 
community. 
"Get Up and Grow" became our 
theme, with three major goals— 
fellowship, mission outreach, and 
fundraising. A nursery was provided 
for preschool children. Ladies really 
Millie Hawes and her husband are active 
members of the Falls View Brethren in 
Christ Church in Niagara Falls, Ontario. 
10 
enjoyed the six-week program using 
Daisy Hepburn's "Get Up and Grow" 
material. They asked for more. It 
was then we decided to change—but 
gently—from night programming to 
daytime ministries. It was impor-
tant, we felt, to make sure that 
everyone—whether interested in day-
time or nighttime programs—would 
be comfortable during the transi-
tion. For one year, we maintained 
monthly evening programs, with 
every third program a daytime cof-
fee hour. 
Fellowship: To grow, our small 
group of 10 to 12 ladies had to 
divide. That was the hard part. 
Would we lose those special friends 
with whom we had exercised, shared 
Bible studies, worked on crafts, en-
joyed refreshments? Those fears soon 
vanished when each new group of 10 
ladies found its members very sup-
portive and ready to meet each oth-
er's needs. 
Once a month, all three groups 
meet together now for a morning 
coffee hour. It is an exciting time. 
There are white table cloths, the best 
by Millie Hawes 
musicians, flowers in season, deco-
rations to suit the program, and 
guest speaker. We have been capti-
vated by stories of doing God's work 
overseas, living primitively but with 
a deep inner peace. Several of our 
guests have given personal testi-
mony of miracles in their lives. 
Our Christmas luncheon is the 
highlight of our fellowship activities. 
Because there is such a large attend-
ance (in 1984 we had 92 people), we 
try to have a dynamic speaker and 
special music for the season. Every-
one also looks forward to Mission 
Candlelighting Time. As each can-
dle is lit, it represents a person or 
family we want to remember with a 
special prayer. 
Mission outreach: We have grown 
in fellowship and we are constantly 
meeting new challenges in mission 
outreach. In a typical year you would 
find us supporting volunteers—a 
young man in Bangladesh teaching 
the people there how to grow crops, 
a young couple in India teaching 
i r r igat ion and nut r i t ion , and a 
church-planting team in Japan. 
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Because February is Valentine 
month, we make this coffee hour the 
time to send special love gifts to the 
missionaries we support , usually 
parcels of food items they cannot 
purchase in the countries where they 
serve. It costs more than $200 to 
send cheese, candy, Jello, Kraft din-
ner and soup mixes—all treats to 
people who have not tasted them for 
a long time. We also send reading 
materials. Each lady contributes 
either a food item or a money gift. 
Last year there was a heart-shaped 
message at each place at the table. It 
read: "Want power. Create in me a 
new, clean heart, O God, filled with 
clean thoughts and right desires" 
(Psalm 51:10 TLB). 
Special requests—a stove for India, 
shelving for Japan, or office equip-
ment for Venezuela—are welcome. 
It's fun to work toward a specific 
goal, and the letters of thanks de-
scribing how the articles are used 
bring so much joy and happiness to 
the ones back home. 
We support home missions as well 
as those abroad. Every year we send 
a donation to Timber Bay Children's 
Home in Saskatchewan. That money, 
$200, is for the native children. It is 
not for clothing, but for something 
extra, for fun. This year we are sup-
porting Jolene Forest at Timber 
Bay. We not only pay all her expenses 
at school, but we also write letters 
and send cards and presents for her 
birthday, Christmas, and other spe-
cial occasions. We keep a picture of 
Jolene on our church bulletin board 
to remind us to keep in touch with 
her. 
Fundraising and community out-
reach: A catering group, an annual 
bazaar (with the entire congregation 
joining in), luncheons, dinners and 
Strawberry Socials all provide funds 
to support the mission goals, the 
Good Samaritan work, and church 
maintenance. 
We cater weddings, anniversary 
dinners, and for other churches on 
special occasions. While the more 
expensive food items are purchased 
by the catering group, the remainder 
of the meal is donated from the con-
gregation. The financial burden for 
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vegetables and desserts is small indi-
vidually, but the proceeds f rom cat-
ering are large for the group. 
We feel that churches should also 
serve their home communities as 
well as foreign missions. For exam-
ple, we couldn't do everything for six 
church families whose breadwinners 
had been laid off over Christmas, 
but we did send turkeys, fruit baskets, 
and toys for the children. In addi-
tion, we know that loneliness is a 
painful reality for some older peo-
ple. They need to know that some-
one still remembers and cares. A 
birthday card shower f rom our 
church family is a reminder that we 
are indeed a family. 
We knit and crochet afghans— 
not for sale, but to take as gifts when 
we visit Niagara peninsula nursing 
homes. It is nice to have something 
to give when you visit a stranger— 
or, as someone once said, "a friend 
you are meeting for the first time." 
Whatever equipment and main-
tenance our church building needs, 
we do our best to supply. We have 
provided tables, chairs, stoves, dishes, 
typewriters, and office equipment— 
almost everything that was needed. 
In the last two years our group was 
able to build a small room on the 
front of the parsonage (labor was 
supplied by men in the congrega-
tion) and carpeted the primary Sun-
day school department. We also 
purchased a refrigerator. 
Each lady takes a turn volunteer-
ing for one day's work at our benefit 
shop in Welland. Approximately 
$14,000 last year went from that 
shop to relieve world hunger. Pro-
ceeds f rom last year's Christmas 
luncheon went entirely to Ethiopia. 
With self-sacrifice, we have discov-
ered that there is no end to what even 
a small church group can do. We've 
never lost sight of our three goals: 
fellowship, mission outreach, and 
fundraising. Each goal has continued 
to grow as we were willing to make 
changes. When Falls View Church 
began in 1959, a small group of 
women had these same goals. They 
showed such wisdom and foresight 
that we are still reaping the benefits 
of their vision today. Our group is 
still growing, changing, and liking it! 
'Share the Hope' 
Daily readings that 
define "hope" and 
illustrate how to share it. 
NOVEMBER 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
F • 1 John 5:39-47 
S • 2 John 7:1-8 
S • 3 John 15:18-27 
M • 4 Acts 10:39-43 
T • 5 Acts 26:1-8 
W • 6 Gal. 5:1-5 
T • 7 Eph. 4:14-19 
F • 8 1 John 4:8-14 
S • 9 Hebrews 11:1-4 
S • 10 1 Peter 5:8-12 
M • 11 Deut. 4:45-49 
T • 12 Deut. 6:13-18 
W • 13 Psalm 25:4-10 
By giving 
T • 14 Psalm 119:129-136 
F • 15 Psalm 127:1-5 
S • 16 Psalm 144:1-10 
S • 17 Psalm 146:1-10 
M • 18 Psalm 147:1-10 
T • 19 Psalm 147:11-20 
W • 20 Proverbs 2:1-15 
T • 21 Proverbs 3:19-35 
F • 22 Proverbs 22:1-12 
S • 23 Proverbs 22:16-29 
S • 24 Eccles. 8:6-17 
M • 25 John 5:17-23 
T • 26 John 6:31-40 
W • 27 Acts 17:22-34 
T • 28 1 Cor. 3:1-15 
F • 29 1 Cor. 15:50-58 
S • 30 2 Cor. 3:1-18 
DECEMBER 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
S • 1 1 Tim. 6:11-21 
M • 2 James 4:1-7 
T • 3 John 1:19-23 
W • 4 Jotin 10;22-38 
T • 5 John 13:31-38 
F • 6 John 14:15-21 
S • 7 John 14:22-31 
s o 8 John 15:7-17 
M • 9 John 16:19-24 
T • 10 John 17:1-12 
Used by permission of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
11 
r 
Stewardship Sunday—November 10~f 
by G. Roger Schoenhats 
Each congregation has a unique 
personality that sets it apart f rom all 
the others. A corporate personality. 
Take your own church, for example. 
Visitors who join you for worship 
soon detect what kind of a church 
you are. They sense whether you are 
cold or friendly, giving or stingy, 
positive or negative, self-serving or 
outreach oriented. 
The churches in the New Testa-
ment also had corporate personali-
ties. The folks at Corinth were un-
stable. The Berean church had a 
special devotion to the Scriptures. 
The church at Antioch was mission-
ary-minded. 
Personally, I like the people at 
Philippi. Everything we know about 
them suggests they were a caring and 
giving church. In fact, f rom what 
Paul says, their personality could be 
best described with the phrase "great 
giving." 
As I thought about the Philippi-
ans and their great giving, five char-
acteristics emerged. We might call 
them five principles of great giving. 
1. Warmhearted 
Near the end of his letter to his 
Philippian friends, Paul thanks them 
for their generous gift. He is in pris-
on and they have given him some 
financial help. Paul says, "It was 
kind of you to share my trouble." 
Warmhearted is defined by Web-
Roger Schoenhals is a freelance writer liv-
ing in Seattle, Wash. 
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ster as that which is marked by affec-
tion and sympathy. The church at 
Philippi gave to Paul because they 
cared about him. They were moved 
by his sufferings and need. 
There are lesser reasons to give. 
Some people give when they really 
don't want to give. Their money is 
squeezed out of them either by in-
tense emotional appeal or by some 
other method of arm-twisting. 
Other people give to get. Maybe 
it's a free book or record or some 
little trinket. Or maybe it's that mar-
velous incentive, the income-tax de-
duction. 
And then there are those who give 
out of sheer duty. It's expected and 
they comply. 
Jesus also spoke of the hypocrites 
who made a big production about 
their giving so that they might receive 
the praise of men. "If I give to your 
building fund, will you name the 
building after me? Will you put my 
name on a plaque?" 
Now, of course, there's nothing 
unchristian about getting a free Bible 
or your name on a plaque, especially 
if it serves as a witness in support of 
the specific cause. And the tax de-
duction is only sound stewardship. 
But as the primary reason for giving, 
any of these fall far short of the prin-
ciple behind warmhearted giving. 
Great givers perceive a need and act 
f rom a sincere desire to express love 
and concern. 
2. Bighearted 
The dictionary defines bighearted 
as generous. And that describes the 
Philippians to a tee. 
Paul said, "I have received full 
payment, and more; I am filled . . ." 
(Philippians 4:18, RS V). They didn't 
send a token gift or partial payment 
on his need; they gave an overflow-
ing gift: full payment and more. 
Many Christians faithfully invest 
at least 10 percent of their income in 
the Lord's work. We believe that the 
Bible sets forward tithing as a min-
imum standard to help us be contin-
ually aware of God's ownership of 
all our possessions. Some of us go 
beyond the tithe and find special joy 
in watching God care for our neces-
sities. 
I've heard believers debate which 
is more appropriate: to tithe your net 
income or your gross income. The 
bighearted giver doesn't have a prob-
lem with this. He'd rather "err" on 
the generous side of things. 
What impressed Paul about the 
Philippians is that they gave not out 
of their abundance, but out of their 
extreme poverty (2 Corinthians 8:2). 
He said that they gave not only 
according to their means but beyond 
Evangelical Visitor 
their means. And they even begged 
Paul earnestly to be allowed to give 
money to a certain relief project (2 
Corinthians 8:4). 
Generous giving is more qualita-
tive than quantitative. 
Take, for example, the poor widow 
who gave only a few pennies in the 
temple. Jesus praised her bighearted-
ness. 
Bighearted giving says, "I'll go 
without this or that in order to give 
to God's work." The giver takes 
seriously Paul's admonition to the 
Roman Christians that the person 
who contributes should do it with 
liberality (Romans 12:8). 
3. Truehearted 
Paul reminded the Philippians 
that they had sent him help while he 
was in Thessalonica "once and 
again." That suggests truehearted 
giving, giving marked by loyalty and 
faithfulness. 
When Paul left Philippi, he went 
ninety miles away to Thessalonica. 
We learn in Acts 17:2 that he stayed 
there three Sabbaths. Yet, during 
that brief time, the Philippian church 
sent him aid twice. They supported 
him on other occasions as well. 
Every local church has those true-
hearted givers who hang in there 
week after week. You can count on 
them to consistently support the 
work of God. But others give only 
periodically. 
I like Paul's advice to the Corin-
thians: "On the first day of every 
week, each of you is to put some-
thing aside. . . ." 
Regular, t ruehearted giving is 
great giving. 
4. Gladhearted 
Paul brags about the great giving 
of the Phi l ippians. He tells the 
Corinthians that they gave out of an 
abundance of joy. And then, in the 
next chapter, he says, "God loves a 
cheerful giver" (see 2 Corinthians 8, 
9). 
George Ford, author of All the 
Money You Need, has said, "It's 
hard to find a gloomy openhanded 
Christian or a happy closefisted one." 
That's because giving and joy walk 
hand in hand. 
"We can talk until 
doomsday about 
being surrendered 
Christians, but we 
virtually lie until 
we give evidence 
of our surrender 
through our 
stewardship." 
We've heard those jokes about the 
church always passing the collection 
plate. And we've met people who get 
uptight about the subject. Mention 
the need for a special offering and 
they begin to wince and squirm. 
But giving should be one of our 
most joyful experiences. Just think, 
Almighty God, upon whom we are 
totally dependent for all that we are 
and have, this great-giving God, 
permits us the privilege of support-
ing his mission of love. The thought 
of giving to God's kingdom ought to 
make us leap for joy! 
5. Wholehearted 
Great giving is also wholehearted 
giving. I found several definitions 
for this term. It means: "completely 
and sincerely devoted," or "complete 
earnest commitment," or "free f rom 
all reserve or hesitation." 
In the fifth chapter of Acts we 
read about Ananias and Sapphira 
who tried to be great givers with a 
halfhearted commitment. It didn't 
work. Their gift bounced. 
Steven Olford says, "We can talk 
until doomsday about being surren-
dered Christians, but we virtually lie 
until we give evidence of our sur-
render through our stewardship." 
The Philippians were full partners 
with Paul in the adventure of build-
ing the kingdom of God. Their com-
mitment included their pocketbooks 
as well as their professions of faith. 
To be wholehearted is to be a one 
hundred-percenter, not just a tither. 
It means offering everything we have 
to the Lord. 
I had lunch not long ago with a 
man who wanted to give some money 
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to our local church. I said, "I'll tell 
you what I'd rather have. I'd rather 
have your heart and your partner-
ship in the gospel. If God has your 
heart, He will have your checkbook 
as well." 
Paul told the Philippians, "No 
church entered into partnership in 
giving and receiving except you only." 
They stood out as the only great-
giving church he knew. 
Unfortunately, great giving con-
tinues to be scarce today. Lots of 
people give, but few people give 
greatly. 
But when we want the best exam-
ple of warmhearted, bighearted, true-
hearted, gladhearted and whole-
hearted giving, we must look beyond 
the church at Philippi. We must go 
to God. He is the greatest giver of all. 
And of all the wonderful gifts He 
lavishes upon us, none compares to 
the precious gift of His only Son. 
"For God so loved the world that He 
gave. . . ." 
Giving is what the gospel is all 
about. Great giving. Not only fi-
nances, but time and kindness and 
encouragement and prayer and tal-
ents and acceptance and forgiveness 




donate farm to 
Messiah Village 
and mission board 
by Carl Keefer_ 
Recently J. Elwood and Dorothy A. 
Hershey of Ludlow Falls, Ohio, exem-
plified their continuing love for the Lord 
and life of Christian service by donating 
a 176-acre farm to Messiah Village and 
the Brethren in Christ Board for World 
Missions by way of a charitable re-
mainder annuity trust. 
Benefitting Christ's cause and king-
dom is not new to the Hersheys who are 
members of the Pleasant Hill Brethren 
in Christ church. For over 50 years they 
have dedicated their lives to serving 
people, with over 25 years as Brethren in 
Christ missionaries in Africa. 
During their time as missionaries, 
Dorothy served as a wife, mother, and 
registered nurse—before physicians were 
assigned to mission stations. Her expe-
riences were varied and demanding, 
ranging from the extraction of teeth to 
midwifery (she delivered more than 300 
babies while in Africa). 
Both of their own children, Lenora H. 
Stern of Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Alvera 
M. Stern of Ames, Iowa, were born in 
Africa. In fact, the Hersheys were mar-
ried while on assignment. 
Elwood's experiences were also var-
ied and demanding. In addition to func-
tioning as an agriculturist, educator and 
administrator, a good portion of his 
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missionary service was devoted to evan-
gelism. During wartime and the ration-
ing of gasoline, he traveled as many as 
2,000 miles a year—on bicycle to con-
serve economic resources. 
This concern for good stewardship 
and his success in bringing financial 
integrity to a number of "muddled" 
situations earned him a well-deserved 
reputation as an astute manager. How-
ever, he may be known best as "the dam 
builder." By virtue of his election to a 
local conservation committee for water 
supply and dams, he helped to choose 
the sites and oversee the construction of 
five large dams on the Wanezi Mission, 
which store 77 million gallons of fresh 
water. He also helped to recommend 
more than 30 sites for dams on farms 
owned by Africans. 
Upon their return from "the field," 
the Hersheys served as the superintend-
ent and matron of the Miami County 
Home at Troy, Ohio, for seven years. 
They also served as counselors at the 
Butler County Children's Home for 
another seven years before retiring to 
Ludlow Falls. 
The Hersheys attribute their ability to 
donate this gift of appreciated real estate 
to their lifetime practice of tithing and 
putting God first, in faith that he would 
provide for all their needs. 
Within a short period of time after 
their return from Africa, the Lord en-
abled them to purchase the 50-acre farm 
where they now live—a farm that adjoins 
the land owned by his grandfather Fouts 
and the little red schoolhouse where 
Elwood received his early education. By 
1969 the Hersheys were able to purchase 
the larger Adams County farm which 
has now been donated to Messiah Vil-
lage and the Board for World Missions. 
According to George Kibler, admin-
istrator of Messiah Village, the charita-
ble remainder trust technique utilized by 
the Hersheys: 
1. is tax efficient; 
2. will provide them with a life-
time income; and 
3. is but one of the many ways 
trusts can be used to convert 
appreciated assets into that 
which is eternal. 
For more information about charitable 
remainder trusts, you may contact Messiah 
Village (or any of the other brotherhood 
ministries), or contact one of the Steward-
ship and Finance or Jacob Engle Founda-
tion personnel, including Ira Eyster, Execu-
tive Director of Planned Giving. The author, 
Carl Keefer, is a field representative for Mes-
siah Village. 
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Perspectives Son the farm crisis 
a Canadian-Jfu.S. comparison by Jim Romahn 
About 10 percent of the farmers in 
Canada and the United States have 
been bankrupted in the past seven 
years. Another 15 to 20 percent are 
in dire financial straits, unlikely to 
survive another year without some 
form of government assistance. It is 
the worst farming depression since 
the 1930s, and it pervades North 
America on both sides of the Canada-
U.S. border. 
Canadian farmers are somewhat 
shielded by the fact that the U.S. 
dollar has appreciated in value and 
by stringent import controls on 
poultry and dairy products. U.S. 
farmers, on the other hand, are 
offered more direct assistance from 
the federal treasury. Yet on balance, 
statistics indicate the failure rate is 
running about equal. 
Aside f rom the obvious differ-
ences of climate and soils, the biggest 
difference between farming in the 
U.S. and Canada is government pol-
icies. Although they differ, they are 
surprisingly similar in their objec-
tives. 
Both nations have an abundance 
of resources for farming, including 
prime farm land, water, skilled peo-
ple willing to make huge sacrifices to 
be farmers, money and technology. 
Given this abundance of resources, 
whenever there is the faintest glimmer 
of profitability in agriculture, the 
desire of thousands of people to 
become fa rmers (or to become 
farmers on a larger scale), imme-
diately expresses itself in the form of 
additional investments and produc-
tion. 
Faced with this challenge of abun-
dance and resulting marginal returns, 
politicians have tried to help farmers. 
In the U.S., the main approach has 
been to improve farm incomes by 
paying direct subsidies, deficiency 
payments and by buying, storing, 
and exporting surplus commodities. 
In Canada, the economy is less 
diverse and industrialized and poli-
ticians have therefore had less money 
to spend, so they have relied more on 
import restrictions and domestic sup-
ply management. Canada has no 
school lunch program, but donates 
more food to overseas aid. 
On both sides of the border, govern-
ments have undertaken almost all of 
the research, development, and edu-
cation related to agriculture and 
farming and have offered substantial 
subsidies to lower the cost of bor-
rowing to buy land. 
At the moment, the key subsidy in 
the U.S. is for corn and soybean 
producers. The result is that more 
corn and soybeans are produced 
than would otherwise be the case, 
more is held in inventory, and more 
is exported into world markets. The 
effect of high production, high inven-
tories, and low prices ripples across 
all other crops and into the livestock, 
poultry, and dairy sectors of the U.S. 
farming economy. The U.S. federal 
government policy respecting corn 
and soybeans has also had a power-
ful influence on land prices. 
In Canada, the key subsidies are 
for grain transportation f rom the 
Prairies to export and to the dairy 
industry. The grain transportation 
subsidy was hidden in the past be-
cause it was a fixed rate that could 
not increase; now it's out in the open 
in the form of a subsidy f rom the 
federal treasury to the railways of 
more than $600 million a year. It has 
the effect of enabling grain farmers 
to set a higher price for their grain, 
which must compete with sellers 
from the U.S. and other countries 
around the world. 
The Canadian subsidy to the dairy 
industry is about $300 million a year. 
It's $6.03 a hectolitre, paid directly to 
dairy farmers, but only for the amount 
of milk required for the domestic 
market. If farmers produce more, 
they have to sell it at depressed world 
market prices. To signal that mes-
sage back to farmers, marketing 
boards charge levies against every 
gallon of surplus milk dairy farmers 
ship to market. Every farmer has a 
quota, so he knows exactly how 
much milk will draw the full domes-
tic price, plus subsidy, and how 
much will attract the crippling-high 
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($38 per hectolitre) export levy. Hav-
ing accepted these restrictions on 
production, dairy farmers have in 
re tu rn been g ran ted p ro tec t ion 
against imports, which might oth-
erwise undermine their production 
restraints. 
This general approach has been 
copied by the chicken, egg and tur-
key industries, but without benefit of 
direct government subsidies. In the 
poultry industry, that has meant that 
imports f rom the U.S. have been 
strictly restrained by quota so farmers 
can set prices high enough to cover 
their production costs for the volume 
that 's needed for the Canadian 
market, and no more. 
In the U.S., similar production 
restraints apply in the so-called land 
set asides, or milk levies, but these 
are voluntary. Farmers can choose 
to participate and benefit f rom the 
subsidies, or stay out and take what-
ever the market offers. In Canada, 
the controls are mandatory and any-
body who wants a piece of the dairy, 
chicken, egg or turkey business has 
to buy a quota, which is the right to 
market the product at the protected 
price. 
The effect of U.S. subsidies has 
been to drive up the price of land. 
The effect of Canadian policies has 
been to drive up the cost of quota for 
supply management commodities, 
and of land for other commodities. 
Quota is now the biggest cost of get-
ting into the dairy and poultry indus-
tries. In Ontario, milk quota costs 
about $7,000 per cow and egg quota 
about $35 per hen. 
Why is the farming situation so 
much worse today? 
The main reason was the 1972 
beginning of a new boom in grain 
exports. That's when Russia decided 
to buy massive quantities of feed and 
food grains. Russia and China were 
buying f rom Canada long before 
they became the American farmers' 
best clients, so the effects of their 
buying were felt in Canada for a few 
years before the huge impact that 
came in 1972 and has been dubbed 
the Great Russian Grain Robbery. 
Not only did Russia buy massive 
amounts of grain that year, driving 
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North American agriculture today is stuck 
with an abundance of resources tied up 
in producing more food for which the 
world is unable or unwilling to pay 
an adequate price to cover costs. 
prices to three and four times pre-
purchase levels, but she has also 
stayed in the market and grain prices 
were sustained at a new high for sev-
eral years. 
Resources poured into Nor th 
American agriculture—new capital, 
machinery and farmers. Production 
poured back out. With the exception 
of the 1983 harvest, which was re-
duced by drought and the U.S. 
Payment-in-Kind (PIK) program, 
North America's farmers produced 
far more food than they could sell at 
a price adequate to cover their new 
and higher production costs. Govern-
ment subsidies made up some, but 
not all, of the margin. 
And that's where North American 
agriculture is today, stuck with an 
abundance of resources tied up in 
producing more food for which the 
world is unable or unwilling to pay a 
price adequate to cover costs. There's 
plenty of demand from poor and 
hungry people, but they lack re-
sources to pay the going price. That 
situation is unlikely to improve in 
the next decade or two. That leaves 
two basic options—massive govern-
ment subsidies to provide farmers 
just enough income to keep them 
farming, or a massive lowering of 
production costs, either by bank-
rupting thousands of existing farmers 
and driving their land prices lower, 
or by finding and implementing cost-
saving technology. 
Faced with this difficult situation, 
farmers have asked politicians for 
help. They have asked for: 
—Strong action against imports, in-
cluding U.S. pleas for duties and 
quotas against Canadian pork, pota-
toes, beef, and raspberries. 
—Subsidies to lower the cost of bor-
rowing money. 
—Moratoriums on foreclosures and 
bankruptcies. 
—Export subsidies. 
—Direct subsidies, massive govern-
ment purchases of surplus commod-
ities, and price support policies. 
All of these policies would likely 
make the situation worse in the 
longer run because all would attract, 
or hold, more resources in agricul-
ture. The U.S. difficulties are made 
worse by the high value of the dollar, 
which makes it difficult to export 
and pulls imports into the country. 
Part of the reason for the high value 
of the U.S. dollar is massive govern-
ment borrowing, some of it to pay 
for farm subsidies. Foreigners lend 
their money to the U.S. government 
because the risks are low and interest 
rates are high, so money flows into 
the U.S. and pushes the value of the 
U.S. dollar higher. This will eventu-
ally correct itself, and Canadian 
farmers and those in other nations 
will begin to have more trouble sell-
ing their products to rich U.S. buy-
ers and will face increased competi-
tion in their own markets f rom U.S. 
commodities. 
If the Canadian and U.S. dollars 
return to par, there will be massive 
adjustments to be made in Canada's 
fruit, vegetable, grain, beef and pork 
industries. The suffering will be most 
painful for those who bought into 
the business while the U.S. dollar 
was relatively high, and therefore 
paid premium prices for their land 
and livestock. 
One final word about credit. 
In Canada, the main sources of 
farm credit have been the federal 
government's Farm Credit Corpora-
tion, five chartered banks, and fam-
ily members—mainly parents. In the 
U.S., more money is made available 
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f r o m private lending institutions 
which enjoy some form of backing 
f rom government policy. In both 
countries, farm debt mounted sharp-
ly in the wake of post-1972 grain 
prices and inflating land values. 
In the U.S., as farmers have expe-
rienced trouble paying back their 
loans, some financial institutions 
have failed. That has created turmoil 
for all other clients of those institu-
tions. So far nothing similar has 
happened to Canadian farmers. 
But the Canadian system is under 
heavy pressure. The Farm Credit 
Corporation is carrying about $5 bil-
lion in loans on its books and about 
20 percent of its clients are unable to 
pay interest and principal. It's the 
other F C C clients who must make 
up for that loss in the form of higher 
interest rates. As for the Canadian 
banks, their lending portfolios are so 
diverse that they have so far chosen 
to write off their farm lending losses 
and are in no imminent danger of 
collapse. They have taken even larger 
losses in overseas lending and in 
loans to the oil and gas industry in 
Canada, yet continue to be profita-
ble. In the U.S., many banks depend 
so heavily on farmers that they face 
collapse. Banks that are members of 
the farm credit system have $75 bil-
lion outstanding and estimate that 
20 percent of those loans are in trou-
ble. It's likely that federal govern-
ments in both Canada and the U.S. 
will provide more backing to the 
farm credit system, either as guaran-
tees on farm loans or as subsidies on 
interest rates, or both. Again, the 
main impact of those policies will be 
to hold more resources in agricul-
ture—both money and people—than 
would otherwise be the case. 
In summary, then, the farming 
sector of both the Canadian and 
U.S. economies is undergoing the 
worst depression since the 1930s. 
About 10 percent of the farmers 
have been bankrupted in the past 
seven years, with the suffering begin-
ning with beef feedlot operators in 
the late 1970s and extending now to 
pork and cash crop farmers. The 
situation is so bad today that another 
15 to 20 percent of the farmers in 
both countries could be wiped out 
within the next 12 months. Govern-
men t s in b o t h coun t r i e s have 
adopted policies aimed at improving 
farm incomes, but in both cases the 
policies have also tended to increase 
production costs and to price North 
American food out of the reach of 
the vast majority of the world's 
hungry consumers. Farmers on both 
sides of the border are pressing for 
subsidies and policies which would 
tend to reinforce the dilemma, and 
politicians are likely to respond to 
the lobbies with subsidies and trade 
policies which will bolster fa rm 
revenues and therefore hold re-
sources in agriculture. The longer-
term prospects for farmers therefore 
range f rom bleak to dismal. Those 
who quit this year will have to build 
new lives and careers. Those who 
survive face the prospect of a lifetime 
of hard work, high risks and low 
returns, broken only occasionally by 
short spurts of higher commodity 
prices. 
The writer is agriculture reporter for the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Record in Kitchener, 
Ontario. A Meetinghouse article. 
Faith and Farming 
Conference set 
for December 
The second Faith and Farming 
Conference will be held December 4 
to 6 at the Laurelville Mennonite 
Church Center, in western Penn-
sylvania. 
Faith and Farming II is a follow-
up to the conference held there last 
November. At last year's conference, 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ 
for the first time in a public forum 
looked seriously at the agricultural 
crisis in the United States. 
"Last year we gathered at Laurel-
ville to identify and probe the crisis. 
It is still with us," says Mark Epp of 
Henderson, Neb., one of the moder-
ators. "This year we will meet to 
share some of the small steps indi-
viduals, groups, and churches have 
made in response to the crisis." 
To preregister for this event, con-
tact Levi Miller, Laurelville Menno-
nite Church Center, Route 5, Mt. 
Pleasant, PA 15666; telephone (412) 
423-2056. 
Mennonite Mental Health Ser-
vices (MMHS) is again awarding 
scholarships to college or graduate 
students pursuing careers in mental 
health fields. 
The scholarships, to be awarded in 
the spring for the 1986-1987 aca-
demic year, are available from the 
newly named Elmer Ediger Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund. This name 
was first given to the fund in 1984. 
The fund, managed by MMHS, 
enables young people to receive the 
training they need to serve the men-
tally ill and developmentally disabled. 
The scholarships will be between 
$500 and $1,000. Students may re-
ceive them for one or more years, 
reports Carl L. Good, executive 
director of MMHS. At present six 
students receive scholarships yearly. 
MMHS hopes to expand the fund 
with contributions received in mem-
ory of Ediger. 
To qualify for the scholarships, 
candidates must be college juniors, 
seniors, or graduate students with a 
declared major and vocational inter-
est in mental health, developmental 
disabilities or related fields. 
Other factors considered are finan-
cial need, service experience, attend-
ance at a church-related college and 
membership in a Mennonite, Breth-
ren in Christ, or Church of the 
Brethren congregation. 
Applications and all supporting 
data for the scholarships must be 
received by March 1, 1986. MMHS 
will announce winners April 15. 
For application forms write to: 
Carl L. Good, Executive Director, 
Mennonite Mental Health Services, 
21 South 12th Street, Box M, Akron, 
PA 17501. 
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Now we come to an area of great 
significance: a clear commitment to 
God's call. One of the most impor-
tant things in the spiritual life of a 
missionary is a clear sense of the call 
of God. If you have never done so, I 
would encourage you to take a con-
cordance and make a study of the 
word 'call' in Scripture. You will find 
that there are several dozen different 
ways this word is used in Scripture. 
We are called out of darkness and 
into God's marvelous light. We are 
called to repentance. We are called 
to virtue, glory, and suffering. The 
Bible speaks of some people called 
to be single and some people called 
into the married state. However, if 
you consider these references to-
gether you will realize that a 'call' is 
nothing more nor less than the clear 
realization of the will of God. Every-
thing that is in the will of God is 
God's call for you. In other words, 
God wants you to know his will and 
he speaks of it as his call to you. 
Dr. Wesley Duewel serves as the President 
of OMS International. This workshop was 
originally presented to the 1981 North Amer-
ican Conference of ACMC (Association of 
Church Missions Committees) under the 
title, "Spiritual Qualities of a Missionary." 
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When I went to Bible college, I 
met two students who were very 
outgoing. They gave a grand testi-
mony, "Oh I'm so glad God called 
me to this Bible college." And I 
thought, "Oh my. They were called 
here. I just came." However, after I 
began to understand the Scriptures 
better, I realized I was called to that 
school just as much as they. I was 
not using the word 'call,' but I knew I 
was there in the will of God, prepar-
ing for God's service. The call of 
God is God's will. Do not be afraid 
of the word. It is all important for 
people to be sure of God's will. The 
weakness of so much of our mis-
sionary work today is that people 
are not sure they are in God's will. I 
believe that God desperately wants 
us to know his will. A father wants 
his children to know what he wants 
them to do. Do you think that I 
would not tell my daughter or my 
son, if they were to ask me, what I 
want them to do? Do you think I 
would say, "Well, you just wait and 
see and find out for yourself'? No. 
They who are led by the Spirit of 
God are the children of God. It is a 
child's right to be led by God, to be 
in the will of God, to know he is in 
the will of God. Just as we can be 
sure of our salvation, we can be sure 
of God's will. Yet we are seldom 
guided by the Spirit. 
With regard to the call of God, 
three issues are crucial: (1) Every 
Christian is called by God. In other 
words, God has a perfect will for 
everyone. (2) Every Christian has 
many calls from God. There are 
many aspects to God's will. (3) Every 
Christian is called to witness and to 
serve. Every Christian is called to a 
part of Christ's great commission. 
Every Christian is called to begin at 
his Jerusalem and to go as far as God 
leads him toward the ends of the 
earth, as far as God guides him. 
However, a 'need' is not a call. 
Some people say, "Why do you need 
a call from God when there is so 
much need all around you?" That is 
it! There is need everywhere. I can-
not begin to meet all the needs of the 
world. Some people have asked me, 
"Where is the greatest need?" My 
reply is, "You are asking the wrong 
question. The question is, 'Where 
are you needed most by God? " 
Where does God need you? He is the 
one to tell you. I cannot tell you. The 
church cannot tell you. The mission 
society cannot tell you. It is God 
who must tell you where he needs 
you, though God may do so through 
the church and the mission society. 
In the same way that a need is not 
a call, so an 'open door' is not a call. 
How confusing that can be! If you 
are really on fire for God, if you have 
something to offer him, you will 
have far more open doors than you 
are able to enter. You will be asked 
to do so many things. You need 
something apart f rom an open door. 
Providence is good as a seal to God's 
call, but God's call is more than his 
providence. 
God's call usually goes f rom the 
general to the specific. The call is an 
inner awareness, an inner assurance 
that this is God's will for me. It may 
come rather suddenly. It may come 
gradually. Often God's call on a life 
begins with a sense that God has 
something for me. God wants me to 
serve him. Then, point by point, he 
makes various aspects clear. God 
called me to India when I was five 
years old, playing in a sandbox out-
side my parents' home. The first 
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thing I knew about my call was geog-
raphy, India. Later on, I discovered 
what that ministry was to be, teach-
ing in the Bible seminary. Last, for 
me came the organization. When I 
knew which organization was God's 
will for my life I could say, "God 
called me to OMS." 
For some people, the process is 
very different. Perhaps the first thing 
they discover is a call to a particular 
ministry. Or to a particular organi-
zation. Do not let these variations 
worry you. Yet, God's call usually 
moves f rom a general sense to more 
and more clear specifics. God's call, 
his will, is a progressive will. Step by 
step. Again, I would like to urge you, 
if you are committed to the will of 
God and he starts you in one direc-
tion, then he expects you to keep 
going in that one direction until he 
reveals the next step in his will. 
One of the weaknesses of mis-
sionary candidates in recent years is 
a lack of long-range commitment. 
Veteran missionaries believed that if 
God called someone to be a mission-
ary to Africa, then it was Africa until 
God changed the direction. If it was 
China, it was China until God 
changed the direction. Just this week 
in our own society's furlough insti-
tute, one of our missionaries was 
bubbling over and praising the Lord, 
"I know God wants me to go back 
for another term in India." Well, 
praise the Lord. I just assumed they 
were going back to India. They are 
only believing God for another term. 
There are some people who want to 
check out God's call and God's will 
once a year or so. You have heard of 
people who want to plant a flower, 
but also want to look at the seed 
quite frequently to see how it is 
growing. "I wonder if the Lord still 
wants me to do this?" is a too fre-
quently asked question, I think. 
If we are committed to God's will 
and we put our life in his hands, and 
he begins to use us in one place, we 
just know that when it is his time for 
us to take a new step, he is going to 
make that clear. He will begin to 
speak to our hearts about a change. 
He will begin to. make us restless or 
in some way he will show us the new 
dimension to his will. But if we con-
tinually examine ourselves ("Well, I 
wonder if it is still God's will for me 
to do this?"), we weaken our ability 
to serve. If you are committed to 
God and his will, then "Here I am, 
Lord, until you tell me the next step" 
must be your attitude. "Because you 
are responsible, Lord, I've turned 
my life over to you." 
That brings us to another crucial 
point, how do you find God's will? 
First, I would say, is the need for 
absolute surrender to God. Second, 
maintain complete neutrality. Third, 
actively seek God's will. Some peo-
ple say, "If the Lord wants me, he 
can tell me," and then they passively 
wait. However, Paul found God's 
will because he was actively seeking 
God's will, keeping a listening heart 
open to the Spirit. Keep trusting the 
Lord and praising him for his past 
guidance. Do not worry. Worry 
cancels out our awareness of God's 
nearness and our sensitivity to what 
he is trying to do in our lives. Relax 
in God's love. Relax in his fatherly 
concern, in his plan for you. Expect 
much from him ("Lord, I'm expect-
ing you to make it clear now"). 
Praise him when he leads. 
If you begin committing yourself, 
expecting God to guide you, you will 
be surprised at the many times God 
will give you guidance, little assign-
ments, and not so little ones! He will 
use you again and again. Develop a 
listening ear. Keep trusting and 
praising the Master. Take the steps 
you believe you should take and 
then trust God to check you if it is 
not his will. You will begin to feel a 
restlessness, sensing that perhaps this 
direction is not right. If you sense 
him checking you, thank him! 
Lastly, if Providence, the open 
door, is the proof of God's call, 
remember that sometimes the door 
remains closed until the last moment, 
yet you are right in the center of 
God's will. When Israel left Egypt 
for Canaan, they were in God's will 
when the mountains were on both 
sides, the Red Sea was in front, and 
Pharaoh's army was behind them. 
They were not out of God's will. At 
the exact moment of absolute need, 
God parted the waters. This is the 
will of God, the call of God, at work. 
God at work in our w o r l d 
Nudruguda village for 
Christ 
Fannie Longenecker 
Rev. Promod Roul writes, "It is a joy 
to share that on May 17th a village 
named Nudruguda came to the Lord's 
saving grace after several months of 
work." 
The village of Nudruguda is situated 
in the mountains of the state of Orissa, 
India, and is itself on a mountain. It is a 
day's journey from Nuagada by foot. 
On May 15th Rev. Promod Roul visited 
this Khondo village by motorcycle. It 
was a difficult road, with the 100 kilo-
meter distance taking five hours. When 
he reached the middle of the hill the 
people came and carried the motorcycle 
on their shoulders to the village. 
At 4:30 in the morning of May 17th, 
the villagers sat together and decided to 
become Christians. They determined to 
leave wine and throw away the objects 
of their worship. They all came to Rev. 
Roul—men, women and children—and 
gave him their decision to be Christian. 
They asked him to throw away their 
totem poles, objects, trees, stones, and 
some iron materials. These had been 
kept at nearly 60 places. 
"Now," writes Rev. Roul, "they feel 
that they are Christians, worshiping 
very sincerely and putting Sunday as a 
very special day of the Lord. Leaving all 
regular work, they spend the day with 
the Lord. Let his name be praised!" 
The people have built a house for the 
church planter who is staying among 
them to teach them. The Khondo are 
showing interest in adult literacy classes. 
Many new Christians in the state of 
Orissa have been preparing for Chris-
tian baptism. Because of insufficient 
water earlier in the year, baptism was 
delayed until July. It is expected that 
five congregations will be established 
among the Khondo by the end of 1985. 
Nursing school, disease, 
food 
Arlene Schuiteman, Macha Mission 
Hospital, Zambia 
The cold season has started early this 
year, and as I write (June 1985), I sit 
beside a crackling fire in the fireplace. 
This morning it was 45 degrees. Leaving 
continued on page 21 
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Battleground for Truth 
India is the crossroads of the 
world. Thousands of young people, 
disillusioned with life in Europe or 
America, stream through India— 
searching. Some search for truth; 
some search for new experiences. All 
need God. 
Joe and Marietta Smith live in 
Delhi, the central square of the 
crossroads. For more than 20 years 
they have battled to help searchers 
for truth find the God of truth. In 
1970 Marietta wrote: "They have 
many things in common. . . . Each 
is alert, thinking, trying to be honest, 
and each is on a search. Sometimes 
we wonder if some of them really 
intend to come to any certainties." 
The ongoing struggle leads to 
strong statements. In a 1975 letter to 
their children, Joe and Marietta 
wrote: "All this Eastern thought 
which tempts a person to investigate 
the intuitive, the subconscious, the 
supra-conscious, the levels of con-
sciousness . . . is surely a satanic 
e f for t to worm in to a person 's 
thinking. . . ." 
by Daryl R. Climenhaga 
The battleground 
Young people begin the search in 
a search for truth. But as the 60's and 
70's passed, the idealism of the search 
also passed. The battleground took 
on a new dimension: cynicism and 
despair. From an October, 1977 let-
ter: "A significant percentage of 
young Western wayfarers passing 
through Delhi have now given up 
seeking final answers. . . . Instead, 
many of them are halfheartedly col-
lecting haphazard experiences, let-
ting life happen as in a game of 
chance. . . . One close friend put it 
this way recently: 'I always thought 
it might get better, but it doesn't.' " 
Conventional ministries have dif-
ficulty reaching the searchers and 
drifters. Traditional church outreach 
often bypasses those who have come 
to Delhi, whether in idealism or in 
despair. So, to take hold of these 
young people's lives, the Smiths 
founded two centers: the Delhi Stu-
dent Centre and Pennington Cot-
tage. The former is in the city, the 
latter in the mountains. One carries 
Based on excerpts from letters written by 
Joe and Marietta Smith over the past 15 
years. The author, Daryl Climenhaga, is the 
pastor of Speedwell Heights Brethren in 
Christ Church, and the new editor of the 
missions pages. 
on in the middle of people and dirt 
and noise, the other in quietness and 
peace. Both are the battleground, 
and in both places Jesus Christ is 
presented as the answer to life's 
deepest needs. 
Joe and Marietta Smith 
The weapons 
The primary weapon is talking. 
Constant availability to students to 
talk and listen opens doors in the life 
of the searcher. Marietta describes 
the sessions: "We wish you could 
hear the conversations, lasting for 
hours, and at odd times, fit into the 
comings and goings. . . . Always the 
talk is directed by either Joe or me, 
making distinctions, holding them 
to the point of the Gospel, defin-
ing. . . ." 
Interception is another tactic. Inter-
ception means "to break into the 
loneliness of a person sorrowfully 
resigned to being imprisoned in his 
own solitude." Interception means 
"to give honest answers to honest 
questions." In 1979 Joe and Marietta 
described an interception: "Bob and 
Hiroko McKie . . . were involved 
with us for a period of six months 
before they capitulated to Jesus 
Christ. . . . Two other couples were 
with Bob and Hiroko, helping us to 
intercept and wean them from Bud-
dhist practices and from a false rela-
tionship (outside of marriage to a 
true marriage relationship)." 
Patience underlies all the work. 
"Patience is a watchword. Any in-
fluence that will turn a person away 
from his autonomy and turn him 
toward . . . the Person and claims 
of Jesus Christ is a valid intercep-
tion." 
A worldwide mission 
Both in the city of Delhi and in the 
mountains at Pennington, Joe and 
20 Evangelical Visitor 
International students in a planning session. 
Marietta strive to present Christ. 
S tudents of many nationali t ies , 
young people f rom many countries, 
pour through India. The Smiths 
have the unique opportunity to be 
salt and light in places where the 
God who reveals himself in Jesus 
Christ is rarely seen. 
Two letters f rom this year de-
scribe the international scope of their 
God at Work in Our World 
my comfortable little apartment at 6:00 
each morning, I gaze up at a steel blue 
sky. Last Monday, there was a sliver of 
moon and the bright morning star beside 
it. How beautiful! I wrap my navy blue 
sweater tightly around me and walk 
briskly to the nurses' school. Classes 
begin at 6:30 for the 16 senior nursing 
students. Some have worked the night 
shift and will go to bed after class. Oth-
ers hurry over to the hospital for their 
assigned work on the different wards in 
the 208-bed hospital. Dr. Thuma, a 
pediatrician who grew up at Macha and 
graduated from John Hopkins Medical 
School, is a very interesting teacher and 
shares in the teaching load. How I miss 
Linda Worman! The two of us enjoyed 
working as a team for three years. She 
left Zambia early May and as yet there is 
no replacement for her. Thank you for 
praying for this need, and for additional 
strength for the four of us who try to fill 
the gap. 
On Friday mornings each student 
gets a weekly dose of medicine to pre-
vent malaria. Now that the rains have 
stopped, there are fewer mosquitoes and 
the malaria season comes to an end. The 
last months have been busy for the 
laboratory staff who do the blood smears 
and also find donors to provide blood 
transfusions for those with acute anemia 
work and the struggle with evil it 
involves. "I'm . . . in distress and a 
bit overloaded with . . . crises— 
one is immediate and 'on top of my 
head,' as the Ethiopian university 
student, having tried three times to 
commit suicide, has been rescued by 
Joe and me and is presently locked 
up with us in the apartment since 
February 27." 
as a result of malaria. There were 559 
malaria admissions in pediatrics in 1984 
and 10 deaths. The organisms are be-
coming resistant to some of the medi-
cines, so we eagerly wait for the day 
when there will be effective vaccine. 
Admissions of those suffering from 
malnutrition increased 32 percent in 
1984 and 20 percent of those children 
died. 
Now that the rains have ended, the 
church women meet every other Satur-
day in one of the members' village. 
Walking home after one such meeting, 
the path led us along other homesteads. 
Everywhere, up off the ground on stilts, 
were newly erected circular "corn cribs" 
made of sticks. Everyone is grateful for 
the harvest of maize and groundnuts 
(peanuts). This should decrease the 
malnutrition. God blessed our area with 
33.3 inches of rain after three years of 
drought. How we delighted in each 
shower of rain! Those of you who were 
praying for us, please pause to thank 
God for his gracious answer. 
Exciting progress in 
Caracas 
Fannie Longenecker 
Things are happening in Caracas, 
Six weeks later the Smiths wrote: 
"The suicidal girl student is safely 
home in Addis Ababa with her par-
ents who have sent us a letter of 
grateful thanks for harboring her in 
our home for eight days of upset. 
. . . (You should know the series of 
miracles that came into our lives dur-
ing these harrowing days!)" 
The work in Delhi and at Pen-
nington Cottage cannot easily be 
captured in words, as is true of all 
that God does. Although we cannot 
see all that happens, we can catch a 
glimpse of Jesus Christ working in 
the lives of people whom others may 
have given up for lost. 
We rejoice in the glimpses we 
catch. The God who works in Delhi 
works throughout India. He is alive 
and active in Asia and Afr ica , 
throughtout Europe and the Ameri-
cas. He calls all his people to be 
agents of change in this world, pre-
senting Jesus Christ to all of this 
world's drifters and searchers. • 
Venezuela! The bookstore in the rented 
facility in the shopping center has been 
named "Libreria Agape." Mike Holland 
writes, "We have had many good con-
tacts and many visitors to our meetings 
through these contacts." Temporary 
registration has been obtained. We pray 
with them that permanent papers may 
be obtained so that the bookstore minis-
try may continue uninterrupted. 
Behind the store is room for church 
services, English classes, counselling and 
other activities. Church attendance is 
climbing toward the goal of an average 
of 40 by the end of the year, with recep-
tion of charter members early in 1986. 
But it seems the Lord is stepping this up. 
He has brought many visitors to the 
services. On August 7, there were 41 in 
attendance, including 7 first-time vis-
itors. Average attendance was close to 
30. On October 6, a four-Sunday bap-
tismal class began. They have now set 
new dates. We can pray for and antici-
pate these activities with them: Novem-
ber 10, the first Brethren in Christ bap-
tismal service in Caracas; November 17 
to December 8, church membership 
classes; and December 15, reception of 
charter members and organization of 
the church in Venezuela. What a thrill to 
believe God and see him working in this 
manner! 
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church nevste 
One Brethren in 
Christ in European 
exchange program 
Marilyn Sheffer, of Stayner, Ontario, 
is joining 40 other North American 
young people who will be spending a 
year in Europe with the Intermenno 
program. They began the year with an 
August 16-18 orientation at MCC head-
quarters at Akron, Pa. 
Most of the young people will spend 
six months in one location in Europe, 
working and living with European Men-
nonites. After a mid-year reunion, they 
move to a second location for the next 
six months. Marilyn will be working at a 
Manager/Caretaker 
Needed 
Memorial Holiness Camp in West 
Milton, Ohio, is facing changes in 
leadership with the retirement of 
present personnel. Clyde Hershey, 
who has 40 years of association 
with MHC—a number of them as 
manager—is completing his tenure 
as manager this year. Mr. and Mrs. 
Emerson Haines are finishing 10 
years as resident caretakers of the 
campgrounds. 
The Board of Directors hopes to 
consolidate these two positions 
into one. They are searching for a 
couple—or individual—to serve as 
manager-caretaker beginning in 
the spring of 1986. The position 
includes a residence on the 
grounds, some benefits, and a cash 
base. The person employed may 
supplement the work at the camp 
with other employment. The direc-
tors are thinking of persons of 
retirement age who are willing to 
come somewhat on a voluntary 
service basis. 
Anyone interested in inquiring 
about this position may write to 
Rev. Paul Hess, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the camp. His 
address is 2961 Aquadale Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45211; telephone 
(513) 481-5996. Or contact Bishop 
Owen Alderfer, P.O. Box 57, West 
Milton, OH 45383; telephone (513) 
698-4253. 
nursing home in Bolsward, the Nether-
lands, for the first half of the year. 
She was last employed as a nurse's aid 
at the Stayner Nursing Home, and 
earned a bachelor's degree in family stud-
ies from the University of Guelph. She is 
the daughter of Leslie and Lorraine 
Sheffer of Stayner, and is a member of 
the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church. 
The Intermenno program is a one-
year exchange program with Europe, 
administered by the Intermenno Train-
ee Committee of Europe. This commit-
tee is made up of a representative from 
the Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, 
and France. MCC assists in preparing 
the participants for the experience. 
Three Brethren in 
Christ begin terms 
as International 
Visitors in North 
America 
Two young people from Zimbabwe 
and one from Zambia are among 86 
persons who have begun a year as partic-
ipants in Mennonite Central Commit-
tee's International Visitor Exchange Pro-
gram (IVEP). Another two participants 
are expected to join the group, for a 
total of 88 young persons from 26 coun-
tries. The IVEP participants began their 
year with an orientation August 10 to 
15, 1985, at the Blooming Glen (Pa.) 
Mennonite Church. 
Most of the young people in this pro-
gram will spend six months in one 
North American location, meet for a 
mid-term reunion, then spend six months 
at a second location. Some will spend 
the entire year at one location. 
Jarius Kambowe of Choma, Zambia, 
will be working the first six months in 
St. Louis, Mo., as a teacher's aide at 
Edgewood Children's Center. He will 
live at the center. 
Before coming to North America, he 
was an elementary teacher in Choma. 
He is a member of the Shampande 
Brethren in Christ Church in Choma. 
His parents are both deceased. 
Suzen Ndlovu of Bulawayo, Zimba-
bwe, will be spending the first six months 
at Ephrata, Pa., working as sales and 
shop assistant for the SELFHELP cen-
ter. She lives with Doreen Harms of 
Akron, Pa. 
She completed commercial college 
and did secretarial work for Scripture 
Union in Zimbabwe before coming to 
North America. She is a member of the 
Lobengula Brethren in Christ Church in 
Bulawayo. Her mother is Sophie Tshuma 
of Bulawayo. 
Another member of the Lobengula 
congregation, Saimon Sibanda]om% the 
production department staff at the 
Akron, Pa., office of Mennonite Central 
Committee. He is living with Ed and 
Twila Miller of Akron for this half-year 
assignment. 
Before coming to North America, he 
was a cost accounting clerk in an indus-
try in Bulawayo. His parents are Sam-
son and Dianah Sibanda of Bulawayo. 
The IVEP is a cultural exchange with 
the purpose of promoting international 
friendship through person-to-person con-
tact between international young people 
and North American Mennonites and 
Brethren in Christ. For more informa-
tion about the program, contact MCC, 
Box M, Akron, Pa. 17501. 
Warren Hoffman 
ordained 
A service of ordination to the ministry 
for Warren L. Hoffman was held at the 
Oklahoma City Church on Sunday morn-
ing, October 7, 1984, with 110 present. 
Former Midwest/Pacific Conference 
Bishop, Dr. Don Shafer, preached the 
ordination sermon. 
Associate pastor of the Alta Loma 
Warren and Erin, Connie and Brooke, 
Carrie and Laurel Hoffman. 
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Brethren in Christ Church, Rev. Gor-
don Engle (father of Mrs. Connie Hoff-
man), and John Hoffman (Warren's 
father) who is deacon at the Elizabeth-
town, Pa., Church, shared with Bishop 
Glenn Ginder and others in the ordina-
tion prayer. Warren and Connie were 
joined by their daughters, Erin, Brooke, 
Carrie, and Laurel, in singing a prayer 
response. 
The children of the church presented 
a banner depicting significant events in 
the development of the church which 
Warren has pastored since its beginning 
in 1980. The service was followed by a 
noon meal provided by the Oklahoma 
City Church. 
David Miller ordained 
David E. Miller was ordained to the 
Christian ministry on Sunday, April 28, 
1985, in a service of La Communion 
Chretienne Nouvelle Vie (The Brethren 
in Christ Church), Quebec City. Partic-
ipating in the service were Rev. Dale 
Shaw, Director of Evangelism and 
Church Planting, Miss Arlene Miller, 
former Director of Home Ministries, 
and Bishop Harvey R. Sider. 
Of special significance was the at-
tendance of ministers from local evan-
gelical churches, including the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, the Pentecos-
tal, and the Reformed churches. An 
unusual spirit of warmth and unity was 
evidenced during the bilingual service 
and the dinner reception following. 
David, a graduate of Ashland Semi-
nary, and his wife, Patti, moved from 
Pennsylvania to Quebec City in 1982 to 
initiate a ministry among the Quebecois 
(the French-speaking population of 
Quebec). They are the parents of two 
daughters, Jessica and Laura Nicole. 




Eight persons were received into fellowship by 
the Antrim congregation, Chatnbersburg, Pa. • 
On Sunday, Sept. 22, the Big Valley Church, Belle-
ville, Pa., observed their 25th anniversary as a 
congregation. Activities were held throughout the 
day. • Beginning on Sunday, September 1, the 
Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., be-
gan holding two morning worship services. 
Thirty-two children f rom the Clear Creek Jun-
ior Church, Everett, Pa., took a trip recently to 
Forest Zoo and Fantasy Forrest in Gallitzin. • The 
Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., 
held a harvest offering. Food and money donated 
by members of the church were given to the 
Hagerstown Rescue Mission and the Paxton 
Street Home. 
A church growth seminar, sponsored by the 
Allegheny Conference Board of Evangelism and 
Church Planting, was hosted by the New Guilford 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., on September 
20-21. Arthur McPhee was the seminar leader. • 
On Monday evening, August 18, the Waynesboro, 
Pa., congregation held a service of prayer and 
dedication for four persons/ families, prior to their 
leaving for preparation of service. Each of them 
had opportunity to share with the congregation. 
Atlantic Conference 
Rev. and Mrs. Preston Parthemer, of rural 
Manheim, Pa., were honored at a drop-in 50th 
Wedding Anniversary celebration hosted by their 
children at the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ 
Church. The couple was married on Sept. 21, 
1935, and are parents of five children: Rodrick, 
Barry, Mary (wife of Ronald Baer), Nancy (wife of 
John Rosenberry Jr.), and Darnece (wife of Stan-
ley Simmons). They have 17 grandchildren and 13 
great-grandchildren. The Parthemers pastored for 
28 years in the Brethren in Christ Church. As a 
bi-vocational pastor, he farmed for 22 years and 
retired from the Harrisburg State Hospital in 1977 
after 20 years of service. Members of the Eliza-
bethtown congregation, they are still active in 
evangelistic work and pulpit supply. 
The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
held a dedication service of their newly con-
structed worship center. Dr. Henry Ginder gave 
the dedication message and former pastors also 
participated by giving greetings. • The Harrisburg, 
Pa., congregation hosted a Zone Rally on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 29. The evening was devoted to 
participation in word and song by members of the 
congregations involved. • Faith was the theme of 
Donald Shafer's messages to the Mount Pleasant 
congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., on Sept. 20-22. 
Jay Evans was the guest speaker for the Pequea 
congregation, Lancaster, Pa., on October 20-23. 
Prayer for the meetings was emphasized several 
Wednesday nights prior to the special services. • 
The Youth Fellowship of the Skyline View con-
gregation, Harrisburg, Pa., sponsored a panel dis-
cussion on Sunday evening, Sept. 22. The "Battle 
of the Ages" was the topic, with parents versus 
youth. 
A service of recognition and farewell was held 
on Sunday evening, Sept. 8, by the Souderton, 
Pa., Church, for Cindy Garis and Bob Pringle. 
Both Cindy and Bob, who are beginning volun-




Members of the Bridlewood congregation, Agin-
court, Ont., had opportunity to participate in a 
grief recovery program. • A New Life Crusade was 
held Sept. 8-13 by the Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont. Jack Yost was the speaker and his 
wife, Dottie, had special sessions with the children. 
Seven pupils f rom the Sherkston, Ont., Sunday 
school completed their memory work in the Jun-
ior Department. They each received a gift certifi-
cate from the Masters' Book Store. • Lois Sider 
was welcomed home f rom Zambia by the Wain-
fleet congregation, Ont., on Sunday evening, Sept. 
1. A time of fellowship followed the service. 
Central Conference 
On Sunday, Sept. 15, Bob Crawford reported to 
the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Oh., about 
his Summer Service work. • The Christian Union 
congregation, Garrett, In., held a dedication ser-
vice for their new hymnals on Sunday, Sept. 5. • A 
youth revival was held by the Dayton, Oh., con-
gregation on August 21-24. The guest speaker was 
Matt Thomas. 
The DeRossett congregation, Sparta, Tn., wel-
comed the David Hepworth family as their pas-
toral family. Pastor Hepworth's first service was 
September 1. • A singspiration was hosted by the 
Sippo congregation, Massillon, Oh., on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 29. The Amherst, Ashland, and 
Valley Chapel congregations also participated. 
The Union Grove congregation, New Paris, In., 
welcomed the David McGarveys as their pastoral 
family on Sunday, Sept. 8. Bishop and Mrs. Owen 
Alderfer were also present. • A lay minister's 
license has been issued to Kent Whitacre by the 
Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Oh. 
Midwest Conference 
A new club has been started for girls and boys 
(kindergarten—8th grade) by the Abilene, Ks., 
congregation. The material, written by members 
of the local congregation, is entitled HIS (He is 
Savior) Club. 
A pastoral installation service for Dwayne and 
Rhonda Potteiger was held Sunday, Sept. 15 at 
the Dallas Center (Iowa) congregation. Bishop 
Glenn Ginder was in charge of the service. 
Each Sunday in September, the Rosebank 
Church, Hope, Ks., heard testimonies of how the 
Lord is using the congregation's offerings. • The 
youth of the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., 
sponsored a film, "Never Ashamed." Curtis and 
Leslie Book also shared in the service about their 
work in Zimbabwe. 
Pacific Conference 
"The Kings Muppetteers" were part of the Sun-
day school promotion and installation of the La-
bish congregation, Salem, Or., on Sunday morn-
ing, August 25. 
On Sunday, September 1, the Riverside, Ca., 
Church observed their first anniversary as a con-
gregation. • The fourth Sunday evening of each 
month has been designated as "Hospitality Night" 
by the Upland, Ca., congregation. The members 
are encouraged to plan a time of fellowship in 
homes following the evening service. 
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Members of the Five Forks Brethren in Christ Church, Waynesboro, Pa., celebrated the 
congregation's 100th anniversary in special services Sept. 28 and 29. Sharing in the weekend 
were the three men who have served the church as full-time pastors: J. Ralph Wenger (who 
became the first full-time pastor in 1951), James Esh, and current pastor W. Rupert Turman. Also 
sharing in the weekend was H. Frank Kipe, who grew up in the congregation and is now bishop of 
the Allegheny Regional Conference. 
The original meetinghouse was a wooden frame structure built in 1885 on ground given by 
Bishop Samuel Wingerd. Donated labor held the cost to about $1,500. Part of the Ringgold 
District, services were held at Five Forks once every four weeks. 
In 1959, ground was broken on the same site for the current building, which later was enlarged. 
In 1978, a new parsonage (shown in the background) was built. Current membership in the 
congregation is 214. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Benner: Trenton Kevin and Trevor Keith, July 
30; Kevin and Dianne Benner, Antrim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Bryant: Alexis Rae, August 23; Daniel and 
Donna Bryant, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Collier: Avery George, July 18; Rob and 
Andrea Collier, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Condon: Karen Lynn, August 6; Mark and 
Donna Condon, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Costello: Paul Albert, August 10; Ralph and 
Bonnie Costello, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Deamer: Kayla Noel, July 17; David and Lori 
Deamer, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Dehmey: John Curtis, August 22; Earl and 
Evie Dehmey, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Dicken: William Jason, August 20; William 
and Carolyn Dicken, Clear Creek congregation, 
Pa. 
Dietz: Douglas Joel , Sept. 17; Dave and 
Sharon Dietz, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Dressier: Emily June, August 5; Bob and Kathy 
Dressier, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Edwards: Trevor Lauren, Sept. 16; Gerald and 
Monika Edwards, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Eshleman: Andrea Renea, July 18; Mr. and 
Mrs. Rodney Eshleman, Antrim congregation, 
Pa. 
Frey: Brittany Ruth, August 21; Quintin and 
Cheryl Frey, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Gerlitzki: April Lena, June 30; Eric and Deneen 
Gerlitzki, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Gingerich: Breann Elaine, June 23; Richard 
and Lois Gingerich, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Heisey; Amanda Lynn, August 21; David and 
Heidi Heisey, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Hostetter: Abigail Joy, August 24; Steve and 
Nancy Hostetter, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Keller: Jason Bruce, July 22; Warren and Chris 
Keller, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Kubassek: Daniel Benjamin, August 31; Ben 
and Liz Kubassek, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Musser: Janelle Marie, Sept. 9; Merle and 
Kathy Musser, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Neff: Meghan Lee, August 31; Jay and Rosa-
lind Neff, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Poe: Katie Elece, July 17; Jeff and Marcia Poe, 
Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Shearer: Clarence Korte, August 27; Rick and 
Tami Shearer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Sleichter: Beth Janelle, August 30; Steve and 
Janet Sleichter, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
Smith: Alan Mark, Sept. 19; Mark and Dana 
Smith, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Weaver: Renee Joy, July 30; Robert and Shir-
ley Weaver, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Witman: Emily Diane, August 28; Jeff and 
Cindy Witman, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bard-Helfrick: Kay Marie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Asa Helfrick, Greencastle, Pa., and 
Roger Lynn, son of Natalie Bard, August 31 at the 
home of the bride with Rev. Dean Gearhart 
officiating. 
Boyer-Carrotto: Toni, daughter of Mrs. and 
Mrs. Lewis Carrotto, and Scott, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Boyer, Mt. Joy, Pa., May 11 in the 
Conoy Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ken-
neth Engle officiating. 
Caldweil-Groff: Lisa A., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wade Groff, Lancaster, Pa., and Ray E., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Caldwell, Millersville, 
Pa., August 24 in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Corl-Zook: Karen, daughter of Lyle and Molly 
Zook, and Mike, son of Mrs. Frank Corl, Sept. 7 
in the Abilene Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Marion Book, uncle of the bride, officiating. 
Everhart-Showalter: Trina, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Showalter, and Steve, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Everhart, August 31 in the 
Canoe Creek Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Mark E. Slagenweit officiating. 
Herman-Miller: Tammy B., daughter of Ray 
E. and Grace E. Miller and Robert C., son of 
Robert H. and Janet M. Herman, August 18 in 
the Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
John Schock officiating. 
Hoffman-Stone: Wendy Jo, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rhine Stone, Bainbridge, Pa., and Chad 
R., son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Richard Hoffman, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., June 29 with Rev. Kenneth 
Engle officiating. 
Johnson-Kennedy: Mildred, daughter of Nor-
man and Grace Kennedy, Greencastle, Pa., and 
Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Max Johnson, 
Chambersburg, Pa., August 31 in the Antrim 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur 
Benner officiating. 
Koons-Miller: Linda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Miller, and Scott, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Koons, both of Greencastle, Pa., 
Sept. 7 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating. 
Loomis-Stern; Nita Marie, daughter of Rev. 
Hubert and Evangeline Stern, Newburg, Pa., and 
David Glenn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick 
Loomis, May 25 with Rev. Louis Prondnicki and 
father of the bride officiating. 
McFarlane-Chambers: Charmine May, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Chambers, Toronto, 
Ont., and Charles Starret, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Excel McFarlane, Jamaica, Aug. 17 in the Bridle-
wood Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leon-
ard J. Chester officiating. 
Price-Lauver: Crystal, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rufus Lauver, and Randall, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Price, August 16 in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. 
Reed-Martin; Kimberly, daughter of Mrs. Joan 
Martin, Marion, Pa., and Roy, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Reed, Greencastle, Pa., August 3 in the 
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wil-
bur Benner officiating. 
Repman-Byler: Lois Byler, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen Byler, Belleville, Pa., and Keith, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ellwood Repman, York, Pa., 
August 3 in the Locust Grove Mennonite Church 
with Rev. John L. Rosenberry officiating. 
Selby-Edmonds: Yvonne Irene, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Edmonds, Bloomfield, N M , 
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Pictured are three Messiah Village residents: (left to right) Lizzie Sollenberger, 100; 
Carrie Fortney, 102; Anna Zercher, 103. 
Celebrating 100th birthday 
and Randy Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carlis Selby, 
Sparta, Tn., July 2, at the home of the groom with 
Rev. Fate D. Wilson officiating. 
Thrush-Embly: Diana Marie, daughter of Mrs. 
David Embly, Greencastle, Pa., and Robert Leroy, 
son of Mrs. Ralph Thrush, Mercersburg, Pa., 
Sept. 14 in the Montgomery Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Lome Lichty officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brandt: Abram S. Brandt, Manheim, Pa., born 
Jan . 6, 1898, in Rapho Twp., Pa., died August 3, 
1985. He was the son of Isaac and Lizzie Shearer 
Brandt. He was married to Mabel Steinmetz who 
survives. Also surviving are 2 sons: Roy S. and 
Allen S.; 3 daughters: Grace Maurer, Mary Har-
nish and Elizabeth Peifer; 14 grandchildren; 4 
step-grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and 8 
step-great-grandchildren. He was a member of the 
Manheim Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was in Mastersonville Cemetery. 
Deamer: Kayla Noel Deamer, born July 17, 
1985, died July 30 in Lewistown Hospital, Pa. She 
was the daughter of David and Lori Deamer. In 
addition to her parents she is survived by paternal 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Deamer; 
maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John Bryner; 
great-grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Deamer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Kirk, Mrs. Jan Campbell, and 
Mrs. Ethel Bryner. Rev. M. Eugene Heidler con-
ducted the private funeral service. Interment was 
in Cedar Grove Cemetery. 
Douglas: Daniel Douglas, born Sept. 10, 1910, 
died August 22, 1985. He was married to Marie 
Lingenfelter who survives. Also surviving are a 
son, Daniel Jr.; three grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. He was a member of the 
Canoe Creek Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Mark E. 
Slagenweit. 
Reikard: Elizabeth Reikard, Lancaster, Pa., 
died Sept. 7, 1985, at the age of 81. She was 
married to Lloyd Reikard who preceded her in 
death. She is survived by two sons: Lloyd and 
Edward; and three daughters: Kathryn Krause, 
Evelyn Whittington, and Dolores May. She was a 
member of the Lancaster Brethren in Christ 
Church. Rev. Merle Brubaker conducted the fu-
neral service. 
Shoecraft: Milton Craig Shoecraft, of Pasa-
dena, Calif., born May 18, 1951, died August 2, 
1985. On December 22, 1984, he was married to 
Cheryl Hill, who survives, as well as his parents 
and one brother. Graveside services were held at 
Rose Hill Memorial Gardens August 10, with a 
memorial service held Sunday afternoon, August 
11, at Lake Avenue Church in Pasadena. 
Walters: LeRoy B. Walters, Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born July 25,1915, in Florin, 
Lancaster Co., Pa., the son of Albert G. and Annie 
(Brandt) Walters; died Sept. 10, 1985. He is sur-
vived by his wife Cora (Stover); two sons: LeRoy 
Jr. and Charles; two daughters: Mary Ebersole 
and Elizabeth Ann Light; two sisters: Esther 
Myers and Anna Martha Wolgemuth; and eight 
grandchildren. He attended Messiah College and 
graduated f rom Taylor University. First licensed 
as a minister in 1935, he served the Brethren in 
Christ Church in the pastoral ministry for 50 
years, most recently as chaplain of Messiah Vil-
lage. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. J. 
Robert Lehman in the Messiah Village Chapel. 
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A special focus of attention at Messiah 
Village recently was on a longtime resident 
who celebrated her 100th birthday on August 
15. Mrs. Lizzie M. Sollenberger was honored 
at a special birthday party planned by her 
only remaining brother, Samuel Sollen-
berger, Gettysburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sollenberger came 
to Messiah Home on Paxton Street in Har-
risburg, Pa., in 1943 to live and work as long 
as possible. They entered under a "lifetime 
care" plan for $3,000 each. Lizzie is the only 
one still under that plan. Edward died in 
Interment was in the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church Cemetery, Mount Joy, Pa. 
Tribute 
We today pay tribute and deep respect to a 
brother beloved in the Lord and highly regarded in 
the Christian ministry. 
In June of this year Rev. LeRoy Walters cele-
brated the 50th anniversary of his entry into the 
Christian ministry and on July 25th his 70th birth-
day. His pastoral leadership had touched several 
congregations: Mooretown Center in Michigan; 
Frankl in Corners in Illinois; Lancaster and 
Waynesboro in Pennsylvania; Baltimore in Mary-
land; Grantham, Skyline View and, until his 
recent illness, Messiah Village, also in Penn-
sylvania. 
In pastoral ministry Brother and Sister Walters 
were perhaps best characterized by these words 
f rom their own son, LeRoy Jr., "Daddy and 
Mother always immersed themselves in other 
people's lives wherever they served." We cannot 
improve on that tribute; only to add, they did it 
with dignity, grace and love. 
The influence of Brother Walters touched the 
total brotherhood far beyond the pastorate. He 
was for a time secretary and later chairman of the 
Board for Christian Education. He served on the 
Hymnal Committee for the 1963 edition of Hymns 
For Worship (red hymnal). He wrote the words 
for the hymn #424 in that hymnal, "Christians 
Arise." He preached the conference sermon for the 
98th General Conference in 1968, and has also 
written numerous articles for publication. 
1973. She continued to help in the kitchen 
until 1974. When she moved to Messiah Vil-
lage in 1978, she went to Sheltered Care 
where she remained until 1982, when she 
transferred to Nursing Care. She has over-
come a hip fracture and is in good health and 
mentally alert, especially for one having her 
100th birthday. 
When asked about her secret for living for 
a century, she answered, "It's just the Lord's 
will; that's all I can tell you. The Lord's been 
very good to me."—James Lesher, Director 
of Social Services. 
During his long and fruitful ministry, Pastor 
Walters was alert to and took advantage of fre-
quent courses of study to improve his ministry. He 
saw the need to study diligently and better equip 
himself for service in each particular type of minis-
try he was called upon to perform. 
As he has been called home to be with the Lord 
whom he loved with intensity, his impact on the 
church and his influence on thousands of lives will 
live on. 
I have been asked by the family to give a per-
sonal word. In the midst of my six years of study in 
preparation for mission service, Brother Walters 
was my pastor for three years. During that time, in 
the Lancaster Church, I served under him as Sun-
day school teacher, part-time song leader and two 
years as Sunday school superintendent. At the 
conclusion of his ministry at Lancaster I was 
honored to be invited to succeed him in the pas-
toral leadership until our mission assignment took 
us overseas. I owe a big debt to Brother Walters 
for what he taught me and what he demonstrated 
in pastoral skills and in sacrificial service. 
In closing, I pay my highest tribute to LeRoy 
Walters as a family man. His success here only 
enhanced all his other ministries and service. He 
was a husband, father and grandfather of highest 
integrity. Though he will be sorely missed by his 
wife, children, and grandchildren, they can proudly 
face the future with praise to God for their Chris-
tian family heritage. 
H. Frank Kipe 
for the Board of Bishops 
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IMessiah College News 
Youth groups invited to 
basketball games 
Messiah is once again inviting Breth-
ren in Christ youth groups to visit the 
Grantham Campus and be guests of the 
College at one of three men's basketball 
games in the 1985-86 season. 
The dates are Saturday, December 
14, when the junior varsity and varsity 
host Scranton University at 6 and 8 
p.m., respectively; Saturday, January 
25, when the JVs play Dickinson Col-
lege and the varsity plays Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, Madison campus; 
and Saturday, February 8, when the JVs 
play Messiah alumni and the varsity 
plays Juniata College. 
If you and your youth group would 
like to visit the College for one of the 
games, contact Paul Morgan, assistant 
director of admissions, at least three 
weeks before the date of the game. Write 
to him in care of Messiah College, Gran-
tham, PA 17027, phone 717-766-2511. 
A summer mission in music 
For Sheldon Cober (Elizabethtown, 
Pa., congregation), spending the summer 
praising the Lord through music was 
one of the best experiences of his life. "I 
find music very enjoyable," Sheldon 
says. "We were a contemporary pop-
rock band, but our emphasis was on the 
lyrics, not just on the sounds we could 
make." 
As a member of the independent 
summer music ministry group, Apostle, 
Sheldon and eight other young men 
toured New York and Pennsylvania 
during July and August, visiting seven 
different summer camps. "We did all 
types of things at the camps. Sometimes 
we were counselors for the week; other 
times we were just resource persons, 
helping out where needed and giving a 
concert at the end of the camp session." 
And the philosophies of camping they 
encountered were just as diverse as their 
camp responsibilities. Even so, each cir-
cumstance gave them a unique oppor-
tunity to make an impact on the lives of 
campers. When not busy with other 
tasks, they spent time adding new songs 
to their repertoire—composed of entirely 
original lyrics and arrangements. 
Although Apostle has now disbanded, 
and Sheldon has plans for medical 
school and possibly missions, he is open 
to taking a year off for another mission 
in music. 
Scholars in education named 
Jon Hoffman and Kathy Ulery have 
both been named recipients of Scholars 
in Education Awards for the 1985-1986 
academic year. Sponsored by the Penn-
sylvania Higher Education Assistance 
Agency, these half-tuition awards are 
incentives for students planning careers 
as science or math teachers to pursue 
this career option. 
Jon, a senior mathematics major, is 
the son of Glenn and Faithe Hoffman of 
the Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church. 
Kathy is also majoring in mathematics 
and is the daughter of Keith and Lucille 
Ulery of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congre-
gation. 
Pastor appointed trustee 
Grafton Forbes, pastor of Pilgrim 
Chapel in Brooklyn, New York, has 
accepted an invitation to serve on the 
Messiah College Board of Trustees for a 
three-year term beginning this fall. Since 
assuming the pastoral role at Pilgrim 
Chapel, he has played an important role 
in moving it from conference support to 
a self-supporting congregation. His ex-
cellent work with the church youth is 
evidenced by their consistently outstand-
ing performances in national quizzing 
competition. 
Rev. Forbes will serve on the student 
development committee of the Board. 
Redland Brethren in Christ student 
studies in Israel 
Senior religion major Dale Brantner 
(Redland congregation) spent nine 
months last school year studying in 
Israel with the Institute of Holy Land 
Studies. 
Brantner, 21, has a concentration in 
biblical background and Judaic studies, 
and said he opted for the yeaf abroad 
"to gain a working biblical knowledge of 
the ancient Near East, with a focus on 
the land of Israel." 
He studied and made friends with an 
international group of students, many 
of whom were in their 30s and 40s. In his 
spare time, he headed a task force at Mt. 
Zion called the Civil Patrol, which he 
said is a branch of the Israeli police 
Dale Brantner with a Hasidic Jewish 
rabbi at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem. 
force. Mt. Zion is a busy tourist spot 
with a high crime rate, he noted. 
Brantner said that despite the ongo-
ing religious conflict in Israel, his Chris-
tianity provided him with a sense of 
security, and he highly recommends the 
venture to other students, especially 
those interested in Old Testament 
studies. 
Six students return 
from European 
financial centers 
Six Messiah College students return-
ing from an 11-week overseas study/ 
travel program in international econom-
ics and business found that it was a great 
experience. "It was overwhelming," says 
Steve Patil (Redland Valley, Pa. con-
gregation). "As an economics major, 
this was a tremendous opportunity to 
learn about marketing, corporate strat-
egy, and organizational structure. Actu-
ally being in The Hague, London, Hel-
sinki, and other financial centers made 
much more of an impact than just learn-
ing about them." 
Patil also found the interaction with 
students from other Christian colleges 
very stimulating. Sponsored by King 
College (Tenn.) in cooperation with 
Westmont College (Calif.), the program 
is open to students from colleges within 
the Christian College Consortium and 
Coalition. It is designed to give students 
significant interaction with lecturers 
drawn from leadership posts in private 
business and finance, government, and 
academic life; visits and contact with 
leading personnel from such institutions 
as the Royal Dutch Shell Oil Corpora-
tion; and academic and classroom work 
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coordinated with field seminars. 
A sample of the field seminar activi-
ties included guided visits of Helsinki, 
Finland, with briefings on economic 
and political background at the U.S. 
Embassy, a guided visit to the U.S.S.R. 
Exhibition of Economic Achievements; 
a visit and briefings at the International 
Court of Justice (World Court) in The 
Hague, and briefings at Common Market 
headquarters in Brussels, Belgium. 
The 44 students participating in the 
program earned 12 credits in Compara-
tive Economic Systems, International 
Trade and Finance, Seminar on Inter-
national Business Management, and one 
elective such as International Marketing 
or Financial Markets and Institutions. 
MacDonald gives Statey lectures 
Inter-Varsity President Gordon Mac-
Donald made several appearances at 
Messiah for the Staley Distinguished 
Christian Scholar Series held September 
24-26. 
MacDonald, 46, is also the chairman 
of the board at World Vision, and is an 
accomplished author. His latest book, 
Ordering Your Private World, was the 
subject of his lectures in chapel services, 
classes, and faculty luncheons. 
Citing the possibility of a catastrophe 
such as the recent earthquake in Mexico 
or a more personal setback such as the 
breaking off of romantic relationships, 
he urged students to make sure their 
private world—including their relation-
ship with God—is secure. 
stevdarc/stjip 
"Because you give..." 
Church financial offices relocated 
The Brethren in Christ financial of-
fices located in the Grantham area have 
been relocated several miles away to 850 
Wesley Drive, Mechanicsburg. The build-
ing, recently purchased as an investment 
by the Jacob Engle Foundation, is lo-
cated a mile north of Exit 17, Pennsyl-
vania Turnpike, and one half mile west 
of U.S. 15. 
The relocation allows for the expan-
sion of services and the possibility of 
other ministries sharing common facili-
ties, not now possible at the present pri-
vate home location. Here are the new 
mailing addresses: 
General Treasurer 
P.O. Box 450 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0450 
Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc., 
Eastern Office 
P.O. Box 450 
Mechancisburg, PA 17055-0450 
Stewardship & Finance Office, U.S.A. 
P.O. Box 450 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-0450 
All three offices will continue to be 
reached by the present telephone num-
ber: (717) 697-2634. 
by Paul Hostetler 
A couple in their 50s sat silently through a marriage enrichment weekend 
retreat. No one was aware until the retreat was nearing its end that they 
were having extensive marital problems and had already begun proceed-
ings to end their 30-year marriage. 
They talked privately and seemed to find the entire weekend experience 
one of intense effort. Little by little they revealed to a retreat leader the 
shambles of their life together. 
Actually, one would not normally expect to find this couple at a mar-
riage enrichment event. Such programs are designed for couples who have 
a reasonably healthy marriage; the word "enrichment" suggests that. This 
couple evidently was compelled to attend by some inner force. Perhaps it 
was one last try before calling it quits. (Their children had paid their way.) 
No one knows all that transpired in their marriage on that weekend, but 
they revealed a glimpse as they asked to speak to their own congregation on 
the Sunday evening they returned from the retreat. The husband began 
sharing as his wife stood at his side with tears flowing down her cheeks. 
"I have been a Christian for over 30 years. I was saved years ago, but I 
have never really known how to grow in the Lord until this weekend. The 
Holy Spirit has lifted my discouragement and given me hope. I have asked 
my wife and I am asking you to let me try again. Together we are excited 
about becoming all that God wants us to be. We know it will take work, but 
we have God to help us." Needless to say, the congregation rejoiced as the 
tears flowed freely. 
Three years have gone by since that weekend. The couple is still working 
at their relationship and grbwing—not without effort, but growing.* 
Not all stories, such as this account about a Nazarene couple, are so 
dramatic; some are even more so, but here is what I want us to think about. 
Brethren in Christ people everywhere are involved in similar marriage 
enrichment ministries. Over and over again people have been helped, and 
sometimes they don't really know who to thank. The answer is simple. 
Much of the credit goes to you faithful Brethren in Christ who continue to 
give tithes and offerings supporting Cooperative Ministries. 
Your faithfulness not only supports world missions in faraway places 
and church plantings nearer by, it also builds strong foundations for 
generations to come through the marriage and family ministry right here at 
home. 
Because you give, sinking marriages are rescued. 
(Adapted from "How Can I Say Thanks?" by Marilyn Turner in the Herald of 
Holiness, August 1985. Used by permission.) 
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dialogue 
My dear brother Onesimus: 
I have read your letter to Paul in the 
September Visitor and with much of the 
letter I am in full accord. However, on 
two points—the early conversion of 
children and their observance of the 
ordinances—I find that our positions 
seem to differ rather widely. 
On the first point you say: "We push 
children into early conversion." You 
then follow with your own testimony: "I 
personally 'gave my heart to Christ' 
when I was five years old. This was a 
true encounter with Christ. Nevertheless 
my conversion was at the age of 19." 
And you conclude: "We must encourage 
children to respond to God as children, 
but we should not force the child to 
grow up by interpreting this response as 
adult conversion." 
In what may be termed "scriptural 
support" for your position in favor of 
"adult conversion" (a term which you 
use twice in your letter), you say, "In 
your day, Paul, virtually all believers 
were adults," from which you seem to 
infer this will also be true today. 
But I believe we also have Scripture to 
support (at least by implication) the 
position that children may also have real 
conversion experiences. 
When the Philippian jailer asked Paul 
and Silas, "Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?" their answer was "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus and you will be saved—you 
and your family," and he and all his 
family were baptized at once. (Acts 
16:30-33, Today's English Version) 
Would it be unreasonable to assume 
that his "family" would have included 
children, even perhaps small children? 
Then in Ephesians 6:4 (Phillips), 
fathers are admonished to "Bring [your 
children] up with Christian teaching in 
Christian discipline." And would not 
"Christian teaching" include instructions 
concerning the plan of salvation and the 
need of receiving Jesus as Savior? 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
And if we as parents "encourage 
children to respond to God," as you 
suggest, why may not this response 
result in real experiences of the new 
birth? 
I would like to cite now three in-
stances where children did have such 
experiences. 
One night in a revival meeting at the 
Cheapside congregation in Canada, 
Gerald Tyrrell decided that the next 
night he would go to the altar. But when 
he told his parents, his mother discour-
aged him because of his age. He was 
only four! But convinced of his sincerity, 
she finally consented. He went to the 
altar as he had purposed and his testi-
mony is, "I believe fully that I was saved 
that night." Earl Sider, who was with 
Gerald at the altar, says, "He showed 
every mark of being a child of God." 
Now Gerald and his wife Jane are the 
pastoral couple at the new Meadowvale 
congregation in the new community 
located ten miles west of the Toronto 
airport. Beginning with 2 persons six 
years ago, the congregation has now 
grown to 45. I am sure, Brother Onesi-
mus, that you have read Jane's interest-
ing account of the work in the Sep-
tember Visitor. 
One night John and Belva Hoke and 
their eight-year-old son William attended 
the tent meeting held at the 1925 Gen-
eral Conference at the Highland church 
in Ohio. When the invitation was given, 
William and his mother went to the 
altar. The Hokes were not a religious 
family, and it was the first time William 
remembered being in a religious service. 
But they were both saved that night, and 
William's testimony is, "I had a very 
genuine experience of really finding the 
Lord." 
If you had been at the altar that night, 
Brother Onesimus, would you have said,' 
"Now William, you have had a true 
encounter with Christ tonight. But don't 
mistake this for a real conversion. You 
should now wait until you are older and 
have a better understanding of its mean-
ing. Then you can receive a genuine 
adult experience of conversion." 
William Hoke and his wife served the 
Lord and the church for many years as 
pastor and missionary couple and are 
now associated with the Trans World 
Radio organization. 
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The third, very significant experience, 
especially as it relates to age, is that of 
Ruth Musser (wife of Rev. Harvey 
Musser). Here is Ruth's testimony: 
"When I was about eight, I felt the Lord 
speaking to my young heart that I 
should be saved. But Mother told me to 
wait till I was older and would under-
stand better. So I waited till I was 14. 
That's a dangerous age, and I'm glad I 
was saved then, but I could have been 
saved when I received my first call when 
I was eight." 
So, it seems to me, Brother Onesimus, 
that the case for the early conversion of 
children has support, both from Scrip-
ture and also from "a great cloud of 
witnesses." 
Now, in regard to children's obser-
vance of the ordinances, you refer to 
Mr. Elkind, who in his book, mentioned 
the young girl who tasted the commun-
ion bread, then handed it back to the 
minister because she did not like it. One 
can only conclude that this girl had not 
experienced the new birth and had very 
little knowledge of the significance of 
the communion, and so would certainly 
not have been eligible to participate. But 
should we say that children who have 
truly been converted should also be 
excluded from participating in this mean-
ingful ordinance? I am sure that many of 
us would say, God forbid! 
You spoke of allowing children to go 
to the basement and "playfully expe-
rience the ordinance" (!) by partaking 
of the leftovers that were there. But you 
don't mean that children who have truly 
been born again should also be limited 
to this "playful" observance, do you, 
Brother Onesimus? 
Regarding the ordinance of baptism 
which the editor writes about, I would 
like to give you the experience of Ronald 
Lofthouse, a longtime minister in the 
Brethren in Christ church, who testifies 
that he was saved at the age of eight and 
baptized when he was ten: "While I had 
the encouragement of my parents, it was 
my decision, and I know why I was 
doing it. It was expressing for all to see 
that I belonged to Jesus." 
I was just wondering, Brother Onesi-
mus, when the question of Ronald's 
baptism came up, if you had been on the 
church board, would you have voted in 
favor, or would you have said, "No, 
Evangelical Visitor 
brethren, I think we should wait till he is 
older, and understands better the mean-
ing of this important ordinance. At the 
age of ten, I feel that he is still too imma-
ture." (I am assuming that your attitude 
in regard to the baptism of young chil-
dren would be the same as your position 
regarding their taking part in the com-
munion. If I am wrong in this, please 
forgive me.) 
I understand your concern, Brother 
Onesimus, that in these vital areas, 
children do need to have an understand-
ing of what is involved, and I agree with 
you. But may I ask, How fully do you 
and I, or the most gifted Bible teachers, 
understand all that is involved in God's 
great plan of redemption? Perhaps you 
are aware that the great Bible scholar, 
Karl Barth, when asked if he could 
summarize his greatest theological in-
sights in a brief statement, replied: "Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells 
me so." 
Well, brother, while you and I do not 
see eye to eye in all areas, I am sure that 
this will not disrupt our fellowship. The 
next time you are in the area, drop in at 
the Village, and we can continue our 
discussion. 
C. W. Boyer 
Messiah Village 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
Onestnjus Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you everything that is happening here. Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul, 
November is the month when we in 
the United States celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing, a time when Christians give thanks 
to God for the good things with which 
they have been blessed. (Canadians cele-
brate Thanksgiving six weeks earlier, in 
October.) 
In reflecting on Thanksgiving, Paul, I 
was drawn to your letter to the Philippi-
ans. You speak there about thanksgiv-
ing. I was struck with how your thoughts 
contrast with what we often think about 
giving thanks. Let me illustrate personal-
iy . 
When I was a small child, my parents 
bought me a red and white tricycle. I 
rode that tricycle everywhere on our 
block. I would have ridden it farther, 
but I was not allowed to cross the street. 
One day my cousin came to visit me, 
rode my tricycle, and broke it. 
Yet, I was not too disturbed about 
that because I was getting too old for a 
tricycle anyway. At that time all my 
friends were getting bicycles. I remember 
crying and telling my parents one eve-
ning, "Everyone on our block has a 
bicycle but me." Sure enough, one day, 
when we went to get my father from 
work, he had a bicycle with him. 
Nevertheless, when we moved to the 
country a few years later, I felt that I 
needed a bigger and better bicycle be-
cause I had to do a lot more riding. I did 
get another bike, a beautiful one. What 
more could a boy want? 
A few years later, my parents found 
out what more a boy could want. Sev-
eral boys in our small town got mopeds 
or motorized bicycles. We could not 
drive an automobile until we were 16, 
but we could ride a moped at 14. At this 
point my parents put their foot down— 
no moped. And I think they were right— 
in retrospect. 
Later, I was old enough to drive. I got 
my license, but I thought everyone who 
was anything had his own car. I was 
delighted when my parents bought a 
new car and gave me the use of the old 
one. 
Since then I have had an automobile 
for most of the time, but after marriage, 
the time came when we purchased a 
second car. After all, our Volkswagon 
was too small for a family. 
Paul, I am not certain about the wis-
dom of all these purchases. I suppose 
some were necessary and others were 
not. The point of my telling you this is 
that none of these new things made me 
content. No matter what I got, I soon 
wanted something bigger and better. 
Things did not make me contented. On 
the contrary, things tended to make me 
more discontented; the possession of 
each one made me want something else. 
I believe Thanksgiving often promotes 
discontent. At this time of year we con-
sider what we have and feel that we 
should be grateful. Yet, things do not 
satisfy. Experience shows that very often 
things make us want more things. 
I was impressed with the contrasting 
attitude that you portray in your letter 
to the Philippians, Paul. You had a 
thankful attitude when there seemed to 
be nothing for which to be grateful. You 
were in prison, your trial was approach-
ing, and your prospects were dim. On 
top of that, Epaphroditus, the person 
the Philippians sent to stay with you and 
render service, was in bed hanging be-
tween life and death. 
Even in a situation like that, you were 
grateful. In your letter, you express grat-
itudes for the gift that the Philippians 
sent to you and the sentiment it ex-
pressed. You are thankful in a trying 
time. In your own words, 
I rejoice in the Lord greatly that 
now at length you have revived 
your concern for me; you were 
indeed concernedfor me, but you 
had no opportunity. Not that I 
complain of want; for I have 
learned, in whatever state I am, to 
be content. I know how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound; 
in any and all circumstances I 
have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and 
want. I can do all things in him 
who strengthens me (Philippians 
4:10-13 RSV). 
I am struck with the contrast between 
your attitude in trouble and my attitude 
when I was getting what I wanted. You 
were thankful for little, while I was dis-
content with much. 
In the 20th century we have come to 
expect much. For the last 40 years, our 
economy has been expanding. We are 
accustomed to expect more money, bet-
ter jobs, and bigger houses. Psycholo-
gists like Abraham Maslow have taught 
us to expect to self-actualize—be all we 
can be. Yet, this does not make us happy 
or bring us peace. The word translated 
happy in Scripture is a blessedness that 
is independent of circumstances. The 
word for peace describes a serenity that 
can be ours no matter how bad things 
are in our world. Such blessedness or 
peace can only come from God. God 
can bring us satisfaction in bad or good 
times. 
You have taught us something very 
important, Paul. You tell us that we can 
have a thankful attitude. God can make 
us content in any circumstance. What 
we really should be thankful for is the 
peace and blessedness that comes to us 
only from God. 
Onesimus 
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"The Ministry of Vulnerability" 
Last night our family went to the 
beginning-of-the-year parents' meeting 
at Beth's school. We, along with other 
parents, listened to the teacher explain 
her policies and expectations. It all 
sounded very good and I was impressed. 
I had come not only to listen, however, 
but also to express my concern over 
what seemed to me and felt to Beth like 
unreasonably high expectations. In the 
question period which followed, no one 
else expressed a similar concern and I 
began to wonder whether the problem 
was just ours. 
Nonetheless, I felt strongly enough 
that our problem was real to talk to the 
teacher personally. Another parent over-
heard our conversation and soon chimed 
in, "I'm so glad to hear you say that. I 
feel the same way." Not only did I no 
longer feel alone with the problem, but I 
also felt good because my courage in 
speaking out had helped someone else. 
Because I had been willing to admit a 
problem when no one else appeared to 
have one, I had paved the way for 
I'm sure they'd sell 
I would like to say how much we do 
enjoy the Visitor in its 32-page format. 
The "Readers Respond" is delightful. 
I very much appreciated the Sep-
tember issue which dealt with the use 
and meaning of symbols. Of special 
interest was George Hostetler's article 
on "The cross, the dove, the basin and 
towel." 
The issue arrived just at the time 12-
year-old Ian came into church member-
ship. He had seen our church logo on a 
Visitor article I had given his mother to 
read. He re-drew it to size of a sew-on 
for sleeve or pocket and asked me to 
make one for him. Then I wondered if 
anyone had even thought of having our 
church logo produced in this way. I'm 
sure they'd sell well, at least they would 
here. 
I should mention too that Edith Miller 
makes appliqued wall hangings of our 
another person to open up. My vulner-
ability was rewarded. 
I've had other similar experiences 
recently when I've mustered up the 
courage to be vulnerable. I've been 
affirmed by others who thank me for 
taking the risk of exposing myself— 
warts and all. Not only do they then 
know me better and our relationships 
are improved, but my vulnerability also 
sometimes encourages them to risk ex-
posing themselves. 
While I am getting better at allowing 
myself to be vulnerable, it is still very 
hard and often feels too risky. What will 
everyone think of me? The affirmation 
from others helps, as does the knowl-
edge that I'm being honest about my real 
feelings instead of burying them as I've 
usually done in the past. 
Sometimes, however, I feel just as 
alone in my vulnerability as I did in my 
silence because it seems like not many 
others are also willing to be vulnerable. 
I've thought a lot about why it is so hard 
for us to risk exposing our problems, 
weaknesses, or so-called "negative" feel-
ings. Why do we try so hard to present 
logo which our new Brethren in Christ 
members are thrilled to buy. Isn't it 
interesting that new blood in our church 
often show more excitement about our 
denomination than those who got it 
with mother's milk? 
Miriam (Mim) Stern 
Mufulira, Zambia 
Right on 
Your editorial in the September issue, 
"The subject was baptism," was of great 
interest to me. The observations on the 
subject are hard to disagree with. You 
are right in your conclusions. 
My opinion may not count for much, 
I believe, but even so, I thought you 
would like to know that someone who 
read the editorial supports you in your 
position. 
Earl D. Brechbill 
Greencastle, Pa. 
an "on-top-of-the-world" image to ev-
eryone else? From my own experience, 
I've come up with several tentative 
answers. (It occurs to me that these are 
also partial answers to the questions I 
raised elsewhere about "neat little 
packages.") 
1) For most of my life, it's been cru-
cial to my self-image to appear to be in 
control. Acting confidently helps to 
cover up my feelings of unworthiness 
and inadequacy. Admitting all my 
doubts somehow feels equivalent to 
admitting that I really am inadequate, 
and I don't like to be reminded of that 
possibility. 
2) Also, when everyone else gives the 
impression of being in control, self-
assured, and having the answers, it is 
almost impossible to challenge all that 
confidence with an admission of weak-
ness. I begin to think: no one else feels 
the way I do, so there must be something 
wrong with me because I'm having 
problems with this. I've found, however, 
that often others do feel the way I do, or 
at least understand my feelings. 
3) Closely related, especially among 
Christians, is the fear that an admission 
of weakness or doubt or problem is a 
reflection on our level of spirituality. If 
we're feeling angry, unhappy, over-
whelmed by circumstances, or skeptical 
of traditional answers, we fear that it 
might mean we're not close enough to 
the Lord or trusting him enough. So we 
hide behind cliches and plastic smiles, 
and often never allow ourselves to think 
or talk about what's really on our minds. 
4) A potential risk that comes from 
being vulnerable and allowing other 
people to know our fears and weak-
nesses is that then they can be used 
against us. 
That's a risk I'm becoming more will-
ing to take. I've found that in being 
vulnerable, there is potential for a spe-
cial kind of ministry. The truth is that 
lots of people don't feel as confident and 
secure as they appear. Many are hurt-
ing, but are afraid to let anyone know 
because they are ashamed of how they 
feel. Letting such people learn that 
they're not alone and that their feelings 
are valid is a ministry which is often 
lacking in the church. Furthermore, I've 
also found that I am much freer to 
develop close relationships. By remov-
ing the barrier of self-protecting armor, 
I am free to share openly the deepest 
joys and concerns of my life. 
"When I am weak, then I am strong," 
Paul said. Scary as it often is, I'm learn-
ing the truth of that paradox. 
feeders respond 
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I need more friends like Ted 
I'd like to introduce you to a friend of mine. Let's call 
him Ted and say we met in San Francisco. 
Ted and his family first contacted our congregation 
at a church retreat we were having at a local public 
campground one weekend. They had just arrived in 
town and were living in their camper, looking for hous-
ing. Soon afterward, we bought half a duplex just up the 
street f rom where they had located, so we became 
neighbors, then friends. 
Reflecting back over the early days of our friendship, 
I realize that I felt "outclassed" in many ways by Ted. A 
former bank executive, well-traveled, he had just joined 
the faculty of a local college, teaching business and 
economics—subjects I know little about. There were 
other ways we differed, too. For example, when we first 
met, he smoked incessantly, kept a six-pack handy, and 
laced his conversation with occasional four-letter words. 
(In fact, a few "damns" crept into his very perceptive 
comments in the adult Sunday school class we both 
attended.) 
It was interesting to watch Ted wrestle with who the 
Brethren in Christ are and what we believe. Unlike some 
people who quickly pick up the "in group cliches," Ted 
tended to avoid use of traditional "evangelical lan-
guage," preferring to talk about Christianity in his own 
inimitable style. Abhoring the status quo, he seemed to 
me then (and still today) to be on a genuine search for 
truth and relevance. 
Ted is one of the few laymen I know who really has 
studied C. O. Wittlinger's 500-page history of the 
denomination. I remember him identifying with some 
of the basic concerns of our early church leaders, such 
as their emphasis on being a supportive, caring com-
munity. While some people appear content to sit 
around talking about serving others, Ted and his family 
quietly and creatively did it—taking flowers and gifts to 
elderly people they discovered, inviting lonely people 
into their home and into their lives, spending time with 
new neighbors. Before long, Ted knew many more 
people in town than we did. 
Predictably unpredictable, able to strip away jargon 
and facade and get to the heart of a matter, Ted could be 
rather intimidating at times. But those who did not look 
closer missed discovering a warm, gentle man who, I 
think, often felt very much alone. I came to enjoy Ted's 
keen mind, his sharp wit, his openness to new ideas, his 
willingness to accept me for who I was. We often found 
ourselves agreeing on issues, and we had fun together as 
individuals and as families. 
When a job change meant that we had to move away, 
I was surprised to hear Ted, with a catch in his voice, say 
something about his best friend leaving town. Actually, 
I thought I had been receiving much more f rom our 
friendship than I had been giving. I still miss him very 
much, and whenever I'm anywhere near their home, I 
find a way to spend an hour or two (or an overnight) 
with them. 
Today, Ted is one of a half dozen people I keep in 
mind as I edit this magazine. He is right here at the 
corner of my desk, trying to weed out the religious clichd 
which speaks only to the insider, the pat answer inade-
quate for the complexities of real life. As I work on the 
editorial, I've often heard him say, "That's a load of 
bull," and another draft hits the wastebasket. 
Who are the Teds in your life? You know, the people 
who are close enough to see some of your weaknesses, 
but who accept you anyway . . . who help keep you 
"on your toes" because they see life from a different 
perspective than you do . . . who test and probe and 
question the assumptions you make and the things you 
believe. 
You say you don't have anyone like that close to you? 
Then you, like me, need more friends like Ted. 
As I review the paragraph above, I am again struck 
by how isolated and insulated we Christians can 
become. While my relationship with Ted was often 
stretching, we really did have a lot in common. But then 
I think about Elaine and Tom and Harold (again, not 
their real names)—people whose experiences are far 
different from mine: multiple divorces, remarriages and 
living arrangements; chronic unemployment; alcohol-
ism and drug abuse; suicide; spouse and child abuse; 
hard-core pornography and sexual abuse; and the list 
goes on. 
As people who love Jesus, you and I must find ways 
of opening our lives and building bridges of trust and 
friendship. Sometimes, this is fairly easy and safe and 
rewarding. But other relationships may be risky and 
scary, and I for one often feel inadequate. But isn't that 
one reason why the Holy Spirit is here, to enable us to 
do important, necessary things that don't come easily or 
naturally? 
And we may be surprised to find that the Elaines and 
Toms and Harolds have as much to offer us as we have 
to give. 
G 
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by Darrel Knepper 
Darrell Knepper is a member of the New Guilford, Pa., 
congregation. 
The Reclaimer 
Her name was Bev. She worked the evening 
shift as a nurses' aide at a home for the elderly. 
One day she found herself in a dilemma. She 
wanted to give her mother a birthday gift, but 
what do you give a woman who has everything? 
And what could she give that would be within 
her means and yet worthwhile? 
After pondering the question for sometime, 
she recalled an acquaintance who had a reputa-
tion for his creativity in converting junk into 
something useful. Not wealthy, famous nor suc-
cessful by most standards, he seemed to have a 
gift for giving new life to old things. 
Bev had seen one of his projects—a pedestal 
flower stand made f rom a discarded washing 
machine agitator. So, with her husband's help, 
she diligently searched the local junkyard and 
salvaged two agitators. Perhaps one of them 
could become a flower stand for her mother. It 
would be just the right gift. 
Several days later she approached the reclaim-
er of junk. He responded with enthusaism when 
she inquired about the possibilities in her hard-
sought treasure. She turned the agitators over to 
him in hopes of a beautiful creation. 
Several weeks later, much to her delight, she 
was presented with the finished product—a dark 
wood-topped flower stand with its agitator base. 
All it took was someone with eyes to see the 
potential in a piece of discarded junk and power 
to transform it into a worthwhile thing of beauty. 
Jesus Christ came as the Great Reclaimer. He 
came to give a fresh start, a new beginning to the 
messed up, confused person; the one considered 
worthless, the discard of society. He can see the 
person we can become and has the power to 
transform us, if only we give ourselves over to 
him. 
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